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PREFACE. 



How is it, that the Scriptures are read with 
so little interest by so many of those, for whose 
learning they were written ? 

How is it, that so many should not read 
at all the eariiest, the most authentic, and the 
most comprehensive History, which has been 
given to the world ? 

It may be suggested, that the mind has 
not fully received the idea of the full Onenea* 
of God. 

Men read of the words and works of the 
Almighty in His Word, as though such toot 
Ood, not realizing the fact, that such is God; 
and there can be no better way of realizing 
the unchangeable nature of the Godhead, than 
to see the entire unity of thought and action 
between the God of revelation and the God 
of our every-day life. The Bible offers the 
best explanation of those things, which are 
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called changes and chances in the world ; and 
the common, daily workings of Providence 
are the best commentary upon the counsels 
of the Bible. 

This little book has been sketched out under 
the wish to bring God's children more into 
the habits of observing His hand — His will 
— ^in every thing of earth. It is a happy day 
for any child of Adam, when this habit is 
awakened. All doubts become resolved, all 
fears removed, as the mind gradually under- 
stands all things, great and small, to be guided 
and governed by one perfect Mind. That 
which seemed a pathless maze, becomes an 
organized and regulated plan, giving out per* 
petual and beautiful evidences of intelligence, 
wisdom, and love. Were the sole result to 
be the sense of an ever-present Q-od, it would 
be something to have the constant safeguard 
against the perverseness of the human heart ; 
but to trace out the workings of God's uni- 
versal and changeless Providence, is to seethe 
ceaselessness of His watchful love. 
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INTRODTJCTORT CHAPTEE. 

WORLD OBBATID FOB QOySRHVEHT— ORBATION IHPLIXfll 
POWBB — EXBBOISBD WITH A PITBPOSB — ^WISDOM IM- 
PLIBD — LOYB IXPLIBD— LOYB IMPLIES OABB — 8PB- 
OIALLTIK A MARBBD WOBLD— BBMEDIBB PBOVIDED— 
TBAIBIVO — ALTBBNATB DBOAT AVD BBYIYAL — ^BZPE- 
BIBKOB— NO ANXIBIT FOB OTHBBB — BOB FOB SELF — 
PATIBHOB, 

OiTB usual view of the world, as a created 
world, is with reference to the intelligence 
of the designing Mind in creation : we deduce 
the inference that there wets a God, bj whom 
the world was so made, and that He had 
certain purposes in view, when He so made the 
world. We do not usually draw an equally 
valid and an equally useful inference, that the 
world, as it is — as we look upon it-— carries 
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the conviction, that there is a God, by whom 
the world is governed, as He created it to be 
governed. 

1. Creatioli implies JPower. The infinite 
and perfect One, who brought a world into 
being, would do it with certain purposes and 
for a certain time. The natural philosopher, 
who constructs a glass-house for his ants, or 
his bees, knows what habits of the animal he 
seeks to learn, and the length of time during 
which he thinks it needM to pursue his investi- 
gations ; and were there means of intercourse 
between his charge and himself, there would 
still be secrets of his mind, originating in his 
own mind, which he could alone tell them. 
And thus the creatures, with whom God has 
peopled His world, have such lengl^ of du- 
ration upon it as He ordains; and as the 
length of life and the power of communication 
from generation to generation are equally 
given, they can only know His arrangements 
as He imparts them. The great body of His 
creation have m power of intercourse by 
mind. Instinct was as perfect in the first 
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generation of animals as it is now, although 
some of the immediate servants of man inherit 
for a time some of the habits, which man has 
taught. Man himself, however, has a portion 
of mind allotted to him,—- sufficient for earthly 
purposes, — sufficient to understand the nature 
of his future life after this world, and thus 
sufficient to make his preparation for it — to 
ad(q>t his preparation to the character of the 
world, in which he will then live. Still, with 
this allowance of mind, the (sreature who lives 
seventy years upon the world, a large portion 
of which is consumed in acquiring the power 
to control his mind, and in the decay of mind 
which not unfirequently attends the decaying 
body, — such an one can only be a controlled 
and guided party to the arrangements of the 
Creator, which comprise whatever number 
oi ages may belong to the whole designed 
existence of the world. And this power of 
control we see at once to exist as an attribute 
of the Creator : He, who made time, knew its 
duration : He, who from the depths of eternity 
cast the world into being, would have the 
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power to carry out and to complete the piuv 
pose for which He willed its existence — ^the 
power to guide the creatures, whom He had 
placed upon it, to carry out His purpose. 

2. Creation implies TFisdom. The power 
to control, the power to guide, is more than 
strength. He, who made the world, would 
have the strength equal to the maintenance 
of His work, or to the destruction of His 
work, or of any portion, as He might see 
needful, in fulfilment of the design in creation. 
And, when the strength was needed, the 
wisdom, which sketched out the plan of the 
universe and preserved unity in the midst 
of its inconceivable variety — so that the in- 
quiring mind, in every research into every 
department of being, should still say, *^ This 
is the same mind; this is the doing of the 
same God" — ^this vdsdom would apply omni- 
potence in the best way. Did the whole world 
of men unite themselves in rebellion against 
their Maker, what would it matter either to 
the power, or to the wisdom, of Him, from 
whom their strength of body and of mind 
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alone came ? He might shew His power by 
breaking up the limits, which He had Himself 
assigned to the land and to the sea ; (Qen. i. 
9 ;) and the rising and raging waters would 
unite the confederacy of all human power in 
one community of death. Or, He might 
let the sinners live, and simply display His 
wisdom by destroying the means of mutual 
intercourse, — the common tongue, in which 
they bad been intended to unite in His praise, 
broken up into varied languages, requiring 
months and years of study, before man should 
again speak freely with man. And wisdom 
would thus equally be able to guide power 
with reference to individuals. Making all His 
creatures of one blood, there would be much 
union of interest and of feeling amongst them ; 
and to govern His creatures to the fulfilment 
of His purposes, the individual would often 
need an immediate hand upon him, for the 
benefit of others than himself. Were a mani- 
fest opposition raised by one man, it might be 
needful, in order that others might see and 
fear, that pot&er should be shewn, and '^ make 

b2 
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a new thing," (Numb. xvi. 30,) the earth open- 
ing suddenly for the condemned man before 
all the wondering crowd. Or wisdom might 
level the pride of a great king, by forewarn- 
ing him of madness, and then executing the 
sentence upon him for a season, that he and 
all his people might know that **the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men." (Dan. iv. 17.) 
3. Creation implies love. It is the most 
striking lesson, which the world gives. We 
are not only toldy that everything was made 
"very good;" (Gen. i. 31.) but we see it. 
The mil of the creating God, that we should 
be happy, is so stamped upon the whole face 
of the world, that we see it almost difficult 
to be unhappy. It requires an obstinate 
perseverance in rejecting Gbd's provision for 
our peace ; a determined course of years in 
injury to others; before we can make ourselves 
miserable — before we can lose that power and 
sense of enjoyment, which God has provided 
for us. And this provision for happiness in 
the manner, in which the world ministers 
to our pleasure ; in the manner, in which we 
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can cast our troubles to the winds, and find 
pleasure and peace in a beautiful day, in a fine 
prospect, in a clever work of art, (the re-pro- 
ducing power of the made intellect), in the 
study of any work of nature, in the abstract 
search into the causes of existing things ; this 
provision implies government. There is some- 
thing wrong, when this pleasure ceases, i, e. 
when it is withdrawn by creative design. 
When the world ceases to be a happy world to 
us, we are in some way opposed to the Crea- 
tor's purposes ; and it is manifestly a law of 
His creation, that these checks upon our 
habits, upon our lives, should attend us all 
through earth. "Whatsoever the piurpose, for 
which a good God made the world. He would 
arrange that the purpose should be carried 
out; and His goodness would have occasion to 
watch over, to caution, to chasten, to guide 
His creatures while the world should last. 

4. And this influence would be yet stronger 
in a mofrred world ; in a world, which shews 
traces, that the world, made very good, made 
for happiness, has in some way lost its first 
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estate. Tbe Creator, wlio wOkd the happi* 
neas of His craatiupes, would not be one to give 
them up to the enemj, wlio had ^ done this." 
(Matt. xiiL 28.) Looking npon the w<»ld, a$ 
ii Wy we see pioviaion made for imperfect 
creaturea — a da j of reat set apart for th«n ; 
sickness and decay provided for them before 
they die ; accidents of all kinds in store for 
them, and dealt out to them according to their 
need. Bevelation has told us, that the Creator 
foresaw His creatures' alienation from Him 
through sin ; that He prepared a mode of re* 
demption far them, by which He could be just 
in the judgment of their sins in Another's per- 
son, whilst He held them justified for that 
Other's sake; and that He made these arrange* 
ments designedly for the comfort and the 
restoration of His fallen and wandering chil-r 
dren. Their existence, however, would, of it- 
self, imply goTemment. God foresaw that His 
creatures would be weak, and He prepared 
them the means of strength ; and these pre^ 
pared means would be utterly useless, unless 
they were applied. Man would wa(it a weekly 
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rest ; or the Sabbath had not been. Man 
would be apt to occupy himself with this 
world, as though there were no longer and no 
better world ; or there had not been changes 
and chances of so many kinds to remind him, 
that this was not his rest. And of necessity, 
we repeat, the very existence of these things 
implies their use ; and the fact of their use 
implies a constant watchfulness over each 
man's heart and ways, that it may be seen 
when the provision made for his safety shall 
be applied. If man is made to require a 
seventh day's rest, his body will be prepared 
to remind him of the want. If in any other 
way, he violates the Creator's laws for the 
health and peace of himself and of others, the 
body will cry out against him, under the 
sufferings which he makes for it. If gentle 
cautions are profitlesB, and the man still 
follows his own wrong way, there is, of 
course, some " worse thing " (John v. 14) in 
store out of the treasury of His love : the 
Heavenly Father wiU have some remedy pre- 
pared, more or less powerful according to the 



10 H9M BOOK 

danger of His ekild ; and the remedy will be 
Burelj and faitbftilly applied at the right time. 
And this thought of restoration to the 
blessings of original creation is much strength* 
ened by the constant training, which we see 
going on in the world as it is. Adam came 
into the world a man ; but every other one 
has commenced his being as a child-^«9 a 
poor, weak child ; needing to be taught and 
guided, before he can enter on his manhood* 
The training for this world implies the train- 
ing for another. The whole world displays 
the lesson of rearing and training for per- 
fection ; whilst the perfection is only one, only 
belongs to the individual, is in fact, only 
perfection, in tnan. In all other subjects of 
creation, perfection is reached only to return 
to decay and imperfection : in man alone im- 
perfection and decay cease. The seed shoots 
upwards, and becomes, after more or less 
growth the perfect tree ; but the tree has no 
sooner reached its maturity, than it begins to 
decay, and finally dies, leaving its seed, image 
of itself, to re-produce the whole system of 
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seed, ahoot, s!q)liiig, tree^ decay, and death. 
And animal life is as vegetable Hfe. The joiuig, 
however bom, are gradually matmed; and 
perfect life instantly begins its gradual course 
of decay ; whilst the young returns again to 
represent the parent life, and pass through 
the same orders And man would seem, at 
first, bom under the same laws. The child is 
train^ into the man; the man decays into 
imbedlity and death; but here the child is 
not left the sole representative and memorial of 
the man that was. The man still is ; he has 
been many times seen after the decay of his 
body ; he has been seen in a state of glory, 
(Luke ix. 31,) with his mind freed from all the 
weakness which his body brought, and cog- 
nizant of times and works, which he could not 
have reached in the body as it was. The 
training is according to the nature, according 
to the object of the being ; and we understand 
the Creator, who makes the less animals of 
His world to be trained for their part in it, to 
adapt and to continue the training of man, 
until he shall be fitted for his final being,- 
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until his Maker shall see, that no further 
training will perfect him ; that he is the 
marred clay, of which no vessel can be made 
to honour ; the dead tree, which does but cum- 
ber the ground ; the hopelessly maimed cattle, 
which shall never be equal again to work. 

5. These are simple views of needful go- 
vernment for the world, arising from views of 
God, as a creative Being. We may add, that 
revelation and experience shew moral govern- 
ment to be requisite. Solomon's view of the 
world is a similar view to that, which we have 
taken; except that it is derived from more 
immediate facts. Solomon's usual reasoning 
is, not that God should, in accordance with 
His nature, act in a certain manner, but that 
He does so act. Thus he says, ''Man's goings 
are of the Lord ; how can a man then under- 
stand his own way ?" (Prov. xx. 24.) When, 
after all his forethought and all his arrange- 
ments, the man finds, that a trifle, over which 
he has no control, and which he would not have 
thought worthy of control, leads him to do the 
very thing which he had determined not to 
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do, what is the use of all his further schemings 
and planuings P He is only wasting his time 
in a vain shadow: he may as well let the 
morrow take care for the things of itself; and 
put himself under God's care, to do as God 
pleases, day by day. And Jeremiah's is the 
same teaching, both by personal experience and 
by inspiration. It was no will of his, that he 
should prophesy. He would have pleaded his 
youth ; what could a child like him speak in 
God's power ? ( Jer. i. 6.) And many a time 
afterwards he felt the imperfection of his 
nature to receive fully God's teaching; but 
God had foreknown his usefulness, and or- 
dained him a prophet ; (Jer. i. 5 ;) and he had 
need to speak that which God commanded ; 
(Jer. i. 7 ;) as God overruled his scruples, 
and strengthened his weakness. ''Oh Lord!" 
he says, " I know^ that the way of man is 
not in himself; it is not in man that walk*- 
eth to direct his steps." (Jer. x. 23.) The 
steps inclining to evil would need a hand to 
stay them. The relation, which God in His love 
assumes — ^that of a Eather — reminds us how 
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many a supporting hand a little one wants 
before be can stand firmly ; how watchfnl a 
hand the child requires to keep his steps in 
the right way ; how neglect, or wrong wander- 
ings, may bring back the grown son to utter 
weakness, to need again all the supporting 
strength of the Father's arm. And, in our 
day, when revelation has reached its clearness^ 
there is no teaching more direct, than that 
safety can only be under His care, who alone is 
wise and mighty. Cast " all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you," is Peter's word ; 
(1 Peter v. 7;) and Paul's, "not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves, to think anything as 
of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of Ghod ;" 
(2 Cor. iii. 5 ;) and the yet more simple and 
pow^ul word of their Mast^ is^ "Without 
Me ye can do nothing." (John xv. 5.) 

There are deductions of comfort and hope 
from looking upon a governed world, 

1. This calm view of the world removes 
from us all anxiety with regard to others, 
whether nations or individuals. To the com- 
mon eye, the world \ockA a mass of injustice ; 
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and hifftoij has a pamful effect npou the 
joung mind, judging bj its own impressions. 
The onlj safeguard against the temptations to 
fear, to murmuring, to doubt, is to realize the 
fisMst of Gh>d's Goyemment. The idea, once 
receiyed into the mind, can be practised upon 
£mH;8 within the range of personal obseryation; 
and, as original thoughts are corrected by 
obseryation, as seeming iiy'ustice is seen to 
resolye itself, upon more perfect knowledge, 
into the most perfect and eyen*handed justice, 
the mind is prepared to carry this acquired 
knowledge into a larger range of obseryation. 
History, disentangled from prejudice, and 
Buryeyed as the result of a goyemed world, 
assumes a totally different character ; and, in- 
stead of mouming that such things were, we 
see why they were, and that such causes could 
not fail to produce such effects. 

And hence we learn to be satisfied with the 
present and hopeful for the future. Appear- 
ances may threaten our country — ^as they 
strongly do at the present time, when it is 
by no means improbable that our land may 
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again be found in solitary conflict with all the 
powers of Europe — bat we have no fear in a 
God-governed world, if our cause be a just 
one. No power can overwhelm us, if God be 
on our side. And we feel the same safety for 
every friend, opposed by any variety or by 
any amount of earthly difficulty, but moving 
forward in the path of duty and in humble 
reliance upon a protecting God. AU things 
shall work together for good to them, that love 
God ; and faith has no trouble on account of 
seeming dangers: they are the monsters of 
fable, which vanish when they are boldly met. 
2. And this calm view of the world, as it 
is, is as comforting and as cheering imder our 
own difficulties and trials, as under those of 
our friends. It may be, that imagination 
enlarges our fears for those, whom we love- 
that, unable exactly to measure the danger 
upon them, nor their power of resistance, our 
anxiety is greater than the need. In our own 
case, we know the exact amount of the danger, 
and we know, also, the cause of our fear — ^the 
exact extent of our weakness. We should 
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not BO much fear the enemy, who is coming on 
in his strength, did we not know of treason 
within the walle* Hence the blessedneBS 
of a strength beyond our own, — of succours 
q>eciidl7 provided for us, because we were 
known to be weak. Our anxiety may be for 
the body. We have seen the sins, which 
baye attended a fallen position, and we fear 
lest poyerty make us strange compi^nionships. 
Shall we fear this, so long as we seek our daUy 
bread from God ? Will not He, who spared 
not His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, 
with Him also '-freely giye us all things P" 
Will not He, by whom the very hairs of our 
head are numbered, see our wants ? And will 
He see them, and leave them uncared-for ? 

Or our anxiety may be over other wants 
and greater dangerSi -^ the defects of our 
peculiar habit--^the sins, which do most easily 
beset us. We may remember old fells, and 
feel the old trouble yet about the heart, 
and have bitter fears that we are only 
training for judgment. These fears should 
not be in an honest and true heart, which 
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really dreads the sin, and not its mere conse* 
quences. The world is governed solely with 
reference to a better world ; the watchings and 
chastenings of the body have reference solely 
to the training of the spirit for its better state ; 
and the dangers of the better part of man 
will be thus even more sure of watching 
and chastening— of provided strength for its 
known want. There may be many a struggle 
between the beset child of God and his final 
rest; but his Father will carry him safely 
through them all. 

3. And thus bhis calm view of the world 
will give each one patience during his waiting 
time. After we are fully assured of God's 
interest in us and care over us ; afber we have 
learned to rest fully upon the cross, and to be 
satisfied, that in God's own time we shall be 
prepared for the kingdom; — ^the trial seems to 
take a new form, and we begin to find the 
waiting time long, and to feel — ^although the 
murmuring may not break forth into words 
— that we are kept out of our home, that 
we are needlessly delayed on our road. This 
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is one yeiy common way, in which the child of 
earth, afber passing through much long pre- 
paration, shews yet an unfitness for heaven ; 
inasmuch as the human will is not yet wholly 
surrendered— ^very thought not yet brought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 
When, however, we are assured in our hearts, 
that the world is a God-governed world, we 
await the time which God pleases to appoint, 
and we. have no objection to make against the 
circumstances of that time. It might have 
seemed to us, that we should not have chosen 
our position, — that we should have retained 
many lost comforts ; but He, who has chosen 
for us, sees the future, which we cannot see ; 
and we have no doubt, that we shall soon see 
why matters have not been arranged in our 
way, and shall be most content. Our time of 
delay may be embittered by unkindness, and 
bodily pain may take many a form of aggra- 
vation; but neither will disturb the assured 
mind: no one can do more than he is per- 
mitted ; no suffering comes, nor continues, 
but as it is ordered by the same One who 
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uses the wrath of man to xoinister to His 
praise ; and neither form of trial could be, but 
because it will be beneficial to ourselves. And 
BO the dajs pass ; each one a portion of the 
furnace undergone, and we so much nearer to 
the end; and as the end approaches more 
nearly, we can ourselyea feel and see, that the 
hand upon us has been training us for good. 

All the varied and mingled details of the 
world are the scenes of a great drama, of which 
the end and the development draw on. There 
will be much obscurity hanging over the 
earlier portions of the design; but all will 
soon be cleared up. The great Author knew 
His plan before He brought any po^rt of it 
forward; but when the end shall have been, 
we shall all be able to see how the same h^d 
guided and governed all. 
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CHAPTEE 11. 

Simfimd Vitia at (6obtxxcmvi: ^v&im$, 

GREAT IDBA — LABaS OJUSPS — XEBE DITTEBEEOB Of 

DBOBEB EAII0E8 PBE-ABRAEOBP — CHECKS — UBB 

OF CBI8IS — EGYPT — MOAB — BBHOBOAX — ABA 

AHAB — JBHOBAX — SBBWACHEBIB — OVERTHROW — 
OOHTIB0ED ACTIOW— AMORITBS — BIBBVEH — EGYPT — 
G17n>ABCB — B^rOWIiBDOB TOO WOBDEEVUL — EGYPT — 
ISBABL— CYRUS ^UBOOBSCIOUS AGEBTS— INSTRUMEBTS 
— WAGES— ALWAYS A REASON. 

Thb mere siglit of the world conveys the idea 
of its goyemmeut. The &ct of creation, as 
it impHes certain attributes in the Creator, 
implies their continuance. God cannot cease 
to be ; and He is, and shall be, always, as He 
ever was. 

It is a great idea : let us see how far we 
perceive traces of its greatness in God's own 
account of His doings. The idea will be car- 
ried out in all its magnificence, if we find 
nations under the control of God's providence. 
To guide nations, providence must be in exer- 
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else during large periods of time, over large 
portions of the earth, and upon masses of 
human beings ; and, although this is, in fact, 
only extended foreknowledge, the extension 
assists us to realize the grasp of the gorem- 
ing mind. None but God could guide the 
counsels of one man ; since none but Gk)d 
could see the effect of this year's thoughts, 
or ways, upon the man's future years. Man 
may guess their effect, or may calculate their 
effect ; but God alone can know the future 
definitely, and thus know how the present 
may be made to bear upon it. There is no dif- 
ference in the fact of a governed and guided 
man, and a governed and guided nation ; but 
we have better conceptions of the object and 
nature of the personal control exercised over 
ourselves, when we understand, that the same 
government embraces $11 other men. 

As we look back upon extinct kingdoms, 
we see the periods of their duration : That 
time was appointed to them by the same One, 
who appoints his time to individual man. And 
the especial greatness of this thought lies in 
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the uniied action of masses of mind, of all 
varieties of age and temperament, under the 
control of one goYeming G-od. And, yet, the 
very opening of the world implies the arramge- 
ment of its inhabitants; and thus prepares us 
to ezpeci^ that each nation is foreknown in 
its character and will be under control. 
Japheth should be enlarged, so as to dwell in 
the tents of Shem, (Gen. ix. 27,) but the 
tents would be those of Shem ; and Canaan 
should be " servant of servants' • (Gren. ix. 25) 
unto both. And the separation before Shinar 
implies organized division — *^Bj these were 
the isles of the Gentiles divided in their 
lands ; everj one afber his tongue, after their 
families^ in their nations." (Gen. z. 5.) And 
so in Deuteronomy (xxxii. 8): "when the Most 
High divided to the nations their inheritance^ 
when He s^arated the sons of Adam, He set 
tiie bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel." And as an 
allotment, a mapping out, would seem to be 
inferred, of the same kind, though not as strict 
as the defined boundaries of the tribes of Israel, 
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we find Israel restrained finom the rights of 
other nations: — "Thou art to pass over through 
Ar, the coast of Moab, this day ; and when 
thou^comest nigh over against the children of 
Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with 
them ; for I will not give thee of the land of 
the children of Ammon anj possession, be- 
cause I have given it unto the children of Lot 
for a possession." (Deut. ii. 18, 19.) And, as 
Abraham's kindred by Lot were recognized, 
so with the descendants of Jacob's brother: — 
'^ Ye are to pass through the coast of your 
brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in 
Seir ; and they shall be afraid of you : take ye 
good heed unto yourselves therefore ; meddle 
not with them, for I will not give you of their 
land, no, not so much as a footbreadth : be- 
cause I have given Mount Seir unto Esau for 
a possession." (Deut. ii. 4, 6.) These given 
possessions were given for a certain time; 
such distributions being specially illustrated 
by the marked case of Abraham's descendants, 
who received the promise of a certain land, 
when it was already fully peopled ; who had 
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the definite time named for entering into pos- 
session ; to whom it was parcelled out before 
they had it; who have been since dispossessed, 
after as distinct prophetic forewarning, as 
that which prefaced their occupation ; and for 
whom the land is still reserved for restored 
enjoyment at a future day — ^when the times 
of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled. (Luke xxi. 
24.) When we find the one Qod thus placing 
nations, we should expect to find Him con- 
trolling them. It is a similar lesson to that of 
creation. This placing would have a purpose; 
and the purpose would be carried out. 

And ia lookiug into the Bible, we find 
God's providence in constant exercise — 

I. To check nations in their course ; 

II. To overthrow nations ; 

III. To guide nations. 

I. The first would seem the least display 
of the Godhead, since it seems to convey no 
more than superior power brought into ex- 
ercise by a particular crisis. The body of 
scripture history relates to the people, whom 
God had specially marked as His own by 
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miracle. Moses constantly pleads with God 
on behalf of his followers, that it was needful 
to His glory, that G-od should still protect His 
people, lest the adversaries should deny His 
power. "Wonderful language for the creature 
to use to God! to be understood only by 
God's advanced children, who understand their 
own utter worthlessness before Him, and that 
they have nothing to plead as a ground of 
hope but His own mercies — His own acts. We 
know this people chosen as the people of the 
promised Eedeemer, and we see the providence 
of God constantly exercised for their safety. 

1. The case of Egypt is an early one ; but 
it was in Egypt, that the Lord stretched out 
His arm first for the deliverance of His people ; 
it was in Egypt that He earned that great and 
terrible name, which sent its fear before His 
people, and made the nations as dead men 
before them. And this first care displays the 
necessary union of design and act in all God's 
dealings. The captivity of Egypt was pro- 
phesied (Gen. XV. 13) four hundred years 
before it was; and also the delivering judgment 
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on the land. The portion of the history to 
which we look for our present purpose, is the 
stopping of the whole purpose of Egypt ; the 
steady pressure of the Diyine hand upon the 
resisting king, until he is overpowered and 
suhmissiTe ; and the final sentence, when pur* 
suit and life are at once closed by the waters 
returning in their strength. 

2. We have, then, the vain fear of Moab ; 
Moab, as we have seen, being safe firom the 
arms of Israel. Balak, in his anxiety for his 
people, seeks a further support than anus. 
With a not unusual inconsistency in those, 
who are not followers of God, he betakes him- 
self to a servant of GK>d in bis extremity ; and, 
again, after a worldly fashion, he selects as 
his assistant a fallen and disgraced seryant of 
Grod. God is, however, we find, as much in 
the counsels of nations as in their tents ; and 
Balaam can speak no word but that which 
God should put into his mouth. (Numb. xxiv. 
13.) And when, in a later age, Moab had 
hoped to prevail against divided Israel and 
Judab, God had a truer servant (2 Kings iiL 
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14) to guide His people to safety, even though 
a son of Ahab reigned in Samaria. Elisha 
could both save from drought and give as* 
Burance of the Moabites' ruin. 

S. That division of Israel and Judah, again, 
offered an illustration of checked human policy. 
Grod had formally taken ten tribes out of the 
hand of the fallen Solomon ; (1 Kings xi. 31;) 
and when Behoboam sought to recover them 
by force, he had distinct warning by Shemaiah, 
(1 Kings xii. 22,) that it might not be :— " Ye 
shall not go up, nor fight against yoiur breth- 
ren " — the same word of the same Gk)d who 
would not have Edom, nor Moab harassed. 
God is no respecter of persons, but He is of 
kindred. 

4. In the reign of Asa, the Ethiopians 
came against Judah in force ; but the faith of 
Asa, which afterwards gave way under bodily 
affliction, as with many of us now, had not 
then yielded; and he had no fear for the 
thousand thousand of enemies : — " Lord, it is 
nothing with Thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power : help us, O 
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Lord our God; for we rest on Thee, and in Thy 
name we go against this multitude." (2 Chron. 
xiv* 11,) And, of course, Asa conquered. 

6. Eren Ahab, only less in wickedness than 
his father, found deliverance £rom Benhadad, 
when the Syrians spoke of Qod as a local 
god, and it pleased God to vindicate His 
honour. (1 Kings xx. 27.) **The Syrians 
filled the country," whilst "the children of 
Israel pitched before them, like two little 
flockB of kids j" but the word of God went 
forth : — " Because the Syrians have said, The 
Lord is God of the hills, but He is not God 
of the valleys ; therefore will I deliver all this 
great multitude into thine hand." (1 Eings 
XX. 28.) 

6. And Ahab's son had yet larger expe- 
rience of God's power over nations; when 
Elisha's prayer brought the blinded army of 
Syria into the very midst of Samaria ; (2 Kings 
vi. 19 ;) and when, at another time, the siege 
was raised at that period of famine, when the 
mother acted in Samaria that awful fulfilment 
of prophecy in her slaughtered babe, (2 Kings 

1^2 
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vi. 29,) which was re-enacted in condemned 
JeruBalem. It needed but " a noise of chariots 
and a noise of horses/' (2 Kings vii. 6,) to 
disperse all the host of Syrians before the 
G-od, to whom there is no restraint to save, by 
" many or by few." (1 Sam. xiv. 6.) 

7. And the last example is, perhaps, the 
most marked of all ; when Sennacherib came 
to do to Jerusalem that, which Shalmaneser 
had done to Samaria. The ten tribes had 
fallen before the Assyrians : how should the 
two resist? It was a mighty host which 
beset the Lord's city ; and the enemy mocked 
their weakness, and paraded the names of 
conquered cities, as the sure emblem of 
their fall. But God chose that very time of 
His people's weakness, to manifest His own 
strength, that all might understand, that it 
mattered little, who was against them, if God 
was with them : the whole army of the oppres- 
sors fell by a sudden blast, and the very fugitive 
blasphemer only found refuge in his home, to 
die before his idol. And Qrod has made this 
the great occasion to declare how such things 
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are. In reply to the bold and mocking blas- 
phemy of the Assyrian, God's answer was, 
"^ Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have 
done it; and of ancient times that I have 
formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, that 
thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities 
into ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants 
were of small power; they were dismayed and 

confounded But I know .... thy going 

out and thy coming in, and thy rage against 
Me. Because thy rage against Me, and thy 
tumult, is come up into Mine ears ; therefore 
I will put My hook in thy nose and My bridle 
in thy Hps, and I will turn thee back by the way 
by which thou camest." (Isa. xxxvii. 26-29.) 
The great pattern stands for God s people in 
all times. He permits the enemy to advance, 
and compels him to retire, at the good pleasure 
of His will. 

II. The Bible displays to us God's provi- 
dence in the overthrow of nations ; seemingly, 
to our minds, a greater exercise of sovereignty; 
inasmuch as it conveys the idea of contin-ued 
action ; of a design, the result of a cause, 
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originating a series of decrees* The human 
mind is compelled to adapt itself to the com- 
prehension of God*s dealings by such endea- 
vours at measurement — so to speak. 

1. The removal of the Amorites is the first 
great act of God's sovereignty — if we except 
the deluge, which is, in fact, precisely a similar 
removal of a mass of people on account of 
their sins, by certain natural causes miracu- 
lously brought into operation. The destruc- 
tion of the Amorites was foretold ; and the 
sentence was executed at the appointed time ; 
and a similar prophecy gives a similar cha- 
racter of intention to all other acts of God's 
judgment upon nations. The great God of 
all the earth appears to feel it right, that the 
nature of His govenmxent should be under- 
stood ; and, as we are taught, that the books 
shall be opened at the great day of final 
reckoning, and that the dead shall be *' judged 
out of those things which are written in the 
books, according to their works," (Eev. xx. 
12.) He has put upon record the grounds of 
His judgments upon nations. Thus, when 
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Moab was to cease to be, Isaiah spoke, " Within 
three years, as the years of an hireling, and 
the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with 
all that great multitude." (Isai. xvi. 14i.) 

2. Thus, the word went forth by Nahum, 
for Nineveh's overthrow, — "The Lord hath 
given a commandment concerning thee, that 
no more of thy name be sown : out of the 
house of thy gods will I cut off the graven 
image and the molten image : I will make thy 
grave, for thou art vile." (Nah. i. 14.) Strik- 
ing words for us to read, who, twenty-five 
centuries afber, are opening the grave of 
buried Nineveh to see her images ! " Nineveh 
is laid waste ! (Nah. iii. 7.) was the word 
which the prophet said should be spoken of 
her; and so true has been the word, that 
ages passed over her grave, and none could 
say, "This is Nineveh." 

Thus was Babylon's equal ruin equally fore- 
told. " Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Ohaldees' excellency, shall be 
as when Qod overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrah." (Isa. xiii. 19.) As Babylon hath 
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caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon 
Bhall fall the slain of all the earth." (Jer.H. 49.; 

Thus, when the great Tyre was to fall — the 
great Tyre, to which our own land has ofben 
been compared, on account of our merchant 
princes and our colonies, — (Isa, xxiii. 8,)— the 
great Tyre, by whom the coasts of our own 
islands were colonized, and the blood of whose 
children is iutermingled with our own, Isaiah 
spoke*-" Howl ! ye ships of Tarshish ! for it is 
laid waste, so that there is no house, no en- 
tering in." (Isa. xxiii. 1.) And Amos, " For 
three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because they delivered up the whole captiyity 
to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly 
coyenant : but I will send a fire on the wall of 
Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof." 
(Amos i. 9, 10.) 

3. Thus, when the greatness of Egypt 
was to pass away, Ezekiel had his mission 
to say — ^^ The sword of the king of Babylon 
shall come upon thee, By the swords of the 
mighty will I cause thy multitude to fall, 
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the terrible of the nations, aJl of them ; and 
they shall spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the 
multitade thereof shall be destroyed." (Ezek. 
xczii. 11, 12.) The varied extent of the sen- 
tences, as they are sent forth, convey the fbll 
thought of a goTeming God ; doing as He sees 
best with the kingdom of earth. 

ILL The view of God's providence, however, 
which the Bible gives as as most conclnsive of 
God's government, and best assisting our 
minds to conceive its vastness, is the sight of 
God, as guidina nations; as swaying their 
counsels to the fulfilment of his purposes. 
This is knowledge too wonderful for a finite 
mind ; and yet comprehensible. We can see 
how the mind, widi which GK)d has gifted man, 
is capable of expansion; how the mind, which 
could once only conceive veiy small details, 
becomes equal to the most wonderful ranges 
of thought ) and we are enabled to see, much 
as we explOTO the depth of the invisible 
heavens, glimpses of the perfect Mind, from 
which all mind arose, and from which comes 
1^ the light which inferior minds obtain. The 
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one great Mind sees bow the minds of earth 
need and can receive guidance ; and exercises 
His wisdom in the same manner — only upon 
the scale of perfection— as the parent in his 
family, the king upon his throne. 

It is merely the imperfection of the human 
mind, which makes a difficulty in comprehend«> 
ing the extended goyemment of a God, As 
all is open to His sight, one would naturally 
infer guidance and government ; and there is 
no more exercise of mind, so to speak, in con- 
trolling and guiding numbers, than in such 
operations upon one mind. 

1. We have many examples of God's 
guiding providence ; as Egypt was guided to 
wish Israel's departure. ** Knowest thou not 
jet,'* said Fharoah's servants to him, 'Hhat 
Egypt is destroyed ? Let the men go, that they 
may serve the Lord their God." (Exod. x. 7.) 

The fnanner of the guidiug is of little im- 
portance, so long as the object is accom- 
plished ; whatever the manner, it is a Father's 
love which directs the chastening. 

2. In the early days after their possession of 
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Caiiaan, the people fell away from Gk)d fre- 
quentlj ; and in such cases GFod raised them 
up many a persecutor. There was evil no 
doubt, in the hearts of these evil men ; and the 
God, who speaks of the wicked as his " sword," 
(Psal. xviL 13y) led the bad king to do a 
good work to the souls of his people. The 
general fact is roughly stated in the book 
of Judges. Every man is said to have done 
^^ that which was right in his own eyes ;" 
(Judges xvii. 6 ;) and '' the children of Israel 
did evil in the sight of the Lord ;" — ^** and the 
anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and 
He delivered them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and he sold them into 
the hands of their enemies roimd about, so 
that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies." (Judges ii. 14.) And the 
book is occupied with the backslidings of the 
people, with their chastisements and modes of 
deliverance. 

3. And, in later days, we have examples of 
the guidance exercised in the kingdoms of 
the earth ; as Cyrus fulfils the mission, which 
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God had fore-spoken for Mm ; (Isaiah xliv. 28 :) 
as the chronicles of Ahasuerus are brought 
before him at the right time ; (Esth. vi. 1 ;) 
and later still, — as Cassar Augustus gives the 
decree for the general taxing, which leads the 
unborn Jesus to the town, wherein Micah 700 
years before had seen Him bom. (Luke ii. 1.) 
As these successive works were going on, we 
perceive how unconscious must have been the 
agents of God*s works, those whom He more 
immediately used as the instruments for 
guiding others, since the notice sometimes 
went forth generations before the birth of the 
generation, in which the result of God's guid- 
ance was to be shown. Thus the deliverance 
fipom Egypt was, as we have said, foretold ; 
and Cyrus had his work allotted in prophecy : 
thus, the persecution of Stephen scattered 
the Gospel, which was to be preached to all 
nations before '* the end" came upon Jeru- 
salem; as Caiaphafi and Pilate had united 
to perfect the work of redemption ; and we 
have, also, frequent notices that God has work 
in hand, of which we must wait to see the 
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fulfilment — ^as, e, g,, Ezekiel records, " In the 
ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth 
day of the month, the word of the Lord came 
nnto me saying. Son of man, write thee 
the name of the day, even of this same day : 
the king of Bahylon set himself against Jeru- 
salem this same day." (Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2.) 

In this view of God's government in 
the world, and its exercise upon nations, 
upon all nations, we feel that Ood must 
raise up instruments to guide his earthly 
children in the mass, as He shall see needful. 
Balaam was such an one, speaking in the 
Spirit's light and displaying God's spiritual 
power, before the eyes of Moab. Pharoah was 
such an one ; •* raised up^* (Exodus ix. 16,) 
we are specially told (not made), that Gk)d's 
power might be shewn in him ; and His name 
" declared throughout all the earth," to make 
faint the hearts of Canaan. Such was Sen- 
nacherib, of whom the expression is even more 
strong, that he should he to lay waste de- 
fenced cities ; to carry out, on a less scale, the 
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duties, which Israel had to discharge in Canaan. 
Such was Nebuchadnezzar, another of the 
great destroyers of the Bible, of whom we 
read more than many others, and more with 
hope for himself, since he was permitted much 
insight into God's ways and led to confess 
God's power at the burning furnace, and in 
his own confinement during the season of his 
mind's affection. And there is a powerftil 
phrase used with reference to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, to convey the manner of God's govern- 
ment and the use of the passions of men as 
His instruments on others. " Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Eabylon, caused his army to serve a 
great service against Tyrus ; every head was 
made bald, and every shoulder was peeled ; 
yet had he no wages, nor his army, for l>jrruB, 
for the service that he had served against it. 
Therefore, saith the Lord God, Behold I will 
give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon ; and he shall take her mul- 
titude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; 
and it shall be the wages of his army, I have 
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given him the land of Egjpt for his kbour, 
wherewith he served against it, because they 
wrought for Me, saith the Lord.*' (Ezekiel 
zxiz. 18-20 ; see also Jeremiah xxvii. 1-8 ) 
The instrument is acknowledged and paid for 
his services in his own way ; the very payment 
being further service in further chastisement 
upon another nation. In guiding government, 
also, God has His instruments for good, as His 
instruments for present chastening. Moses 
was specially trained for the work which he 
was afterwards to do, — first in aU the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians ; (Acts vii. 22 ;) and then 
in the discipline of exile and solitude. Jere- 
miah had a particular office to discharge be- 
fore the captivity, in pressing upon Zedekiah, 
and upon Judah in general, that G-od*s 
will, that God's word, must have way, unless 
there were some change of heart and life. 
And each prophet, as he entered upon his 
office, became an instrument in God's hand 
for awakening nations to their duty, or for 
pointing to the sentence which followed 
neglected duty. 

E 2 
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We should not dose this subject without 
obseryiiig, that, whilst the Bible gives us ex- 
amples of the freedom, with which God rules 
His own world, He has spoken the fact in 
plain terms. The object of JN'ebuchadnezzar's 
chastening was, that he might ''know that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will." (Dan. 
iv. 32.) And this power, like a creative power, 
implies a cause for its exercise, and a purpose 
in view: the removed one, like Saul, would be 
removed for a season, and the new one chosen, 
like David to supply the defect, which caused 
the change. And such had been Daniel's 
earlier teaching to the king of Babylon, which 
might have saved his personal experience ; — 
" Wisdom and might are " God's : " and He 
changeth the times and the seasons : He re- 
moveth kings, and setteth up kings." (Dan. 
ii, 20.) And this was Job's early language: — 
In God's "hand is the soul [life, margin,] 
of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind." — "Heleadeth awayprinces spoiled, 
and overthroweth the mighty." (Job xii. 10, 
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19.) " God is the judge," said David, "He 
putteth down one, and setteth up another." 
(Psal. kxv. 7.) " The kingdom is the Lord's ; 
and He is the governor among the nations." 
(Psal. rxii. 28.) 

It might, perhaps, seem superfluous to take 
the Lord's assertion, that He does that which 
we see Him do ; but it is the great lesson of 
life — a lesson which too many are slow to 
learn — ^that there is a strict accordance 
between the word of Grod and God, as He 
was, as He is, and as He shall ever be. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

Striptert JJiefa of Jgrobibjente. — (Sobtxtmtvi of 

IBTFIKITT NOT MERB SIZB^INDIYIDUALS AS NATIONS— 
PROFITABLE VIEW —EARLY PROYIDENOE — OAIN — BNOOH 
— ABRAHAM — JAOOB— HAOAB — JOSEPH — MOSES — UN- 
NAMED MEN — ACHAN — KINGS — PROPHETS — GOSPEL 

DAYS — NATHANAEL — ZAOOHAUS — NAIN — LAZARUS 

PETER — STEPHEN — PAUL — INSTRUMENTS STILL — TO 
BLESS, AS TO CHASTEN. 

In looking upon the world as God's creation, 
and as created for government, it has seemed 
to us a magnificent idea, that millions and ages 
should be fragments of G-od's policy; that,- 
when we have seen the formation of a people, 
traced them through their various forms of 
government, and seen them finally scattered 
— extinct, we have looked back upon an ap- 
pointed time, which Q-od had before arranged, 
and upon which God had all the while looked 
down. Is this, however, the most splendid 
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view which we can have of the providence 
of G-od ? It wiU be with those, who conceive 
that we have our best and loftiest ideas of the 
Deity, when we lose ourselves in the depths of 
space; still searching, and stiU finding new 
suns and their attendant systems ; but it will 
not be with those who are baffled in their 
researches into the minute details of God's 
creation — who cannot find microscopic power 
sufficient to develope the lowest and smallest 
forms of animal life — and who, even then, 
would have to conceive the calculation of 
applying the laws of motion to the muscles of 
beings, which could not be brought into the 
range of human sight. Let us, then, take the 
twofold view of oiir God, as a governing God; 
and, as we have seen the simple ease with 
which, from the beginning of the world, He has 
ordered the counsels of nations, and swayed 
them to the good purposes of His will, let us 
again review His own record of His own doings, 
and see His immediate interest in, and control 
over, each individual, during those thousands 
of years. 
It is clear, that this view of God's pro- 
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vidence is the one most profitable for 
ourselves. Millions and ages are confusing 
amounts to a finite mind ; and, knowing the 
indifference, with which the great ones of this 
world regard the comfort or the suffering of 
those far removed from them — the tone and 
expression, with which the earth's great ones 
will speak of and look upon the poor ~ this false 
nature leads many a one to look up to a false 
Godhead : God created man in His own image; 
but debased man creates a false God after the 
likeness of his own debasement. The sense, 
however, that this great Being immediately 
regards ourselves, brings every attribute to 
bear upon our own state. We hear with 
indifference of earthquakes, which have de- 
populated whole regions and swallowed up 
thousands, and we little care to ask onr hearts 
why they died ; but, if the lightning strike our 
neighbour in the field, or the cholera take 
him from the adjoining house, we seem to see 
the destroying angel with his sword suspended 
over us, and we feel that he will strike, or not, 
as God passes judgment upon that which He 
sees in our hearts. 
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And it is thus that we acquire the 
knowledge of personal sin and of a personal 
Saviour. At first, like Saul, our righteous* 
ness is blameless, and thus we are at liberty 
to persecute others: when stricken to the 
ground before heaven, we learn, that we 
are chief of sinners, and are only anxious to 
aaoe others — to make them sharers of an un- 
deserved mercy. 

The moment that we open the Bible, and 
seek Qod's interest in iudividuals, we find 
the first-bom man under providential care; 
and for the strangest reason to a human 
mind, that he was the first murderer — that 
this new sin made him so odious, as displaying 
the reality and foulness of that death, which 
he compelled his brethren for the first time 
to know, that every man woidd be ready to 
pay him back death for death. This was not 
God's will. Gain, no less than Abel, had 
inherited the image and promise of Adam; 
Cain had equally a soul to be saved, and his 
stubbornness might yield to mercy: or, it 
might be, that Cain should walk the world, as 
an abiding evidence that death had been. "We 
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are all too ready to forget our brother, when 
the earth hath opened her mouth for him ; but 
all might know that death had been, when thej 
saw the mark set upon him, who had slain his 
brother. It might, also, be, that, as the fall 
found the promise of mercy, so the first maker 
of death should remain a standing memorial, 
in those days of prolonged life, that no sinner 
needs to die. Abel had died immediately 
after his act of faith, &esh from his accepted 
sacrifice : Cain would then have died no death 
of faith, or of hope ; and he qarried his mark 
about him, that all might see how long- 
suffering was the avenging Gk)d. And Gk>d's 
mark remains upon every one who has sinned 
afber the similitude of Cain's transgression. 
Let him be spared by earthly laws ; let the 
community of fellow-sinners shelter him for 
their own sake ; — ^he is marked. Whether his 
has been Cain's actual sin, and a strange land 
has hidden him from justice ; or whether his 
has been the worse sin, that he has slain a aaul 
— that he has tempted a soul into sin ; G-od's 
mark is upon him. He carries his sin in his 
face, so plainly, that we see it and shudder. 
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And if he cover his face with mock calmness, 
the very mask betrays him : we know why the 
mask is put on, and we tremble the more at 
the nature of the mark, which the man himself 
trembles to shew. And, ever as we see the 
Cain-like mark, let us remember it as the 
act of a personal and present God, just and 
yet forbearing, speaking to each eye, — " The 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance." 
(Bom. ii. 4.) 

And once plunged into the details of His 
government, with which God has supplied us, 
WB pass from age to age to find the same imme- 
diate hand over all His creatures. Only five 
generations from Cam, before Adam is at rest, 
a man is bom, whose son shall see the world so 
corrupted through sins such as that of Cain 
in his perverted sacrifice and his indulged 
passion, that the sentence goes forth, that it 
shall be swept clear of man, and death shall 
alone save Methuselah from the sight of the 
deluge. And, yet, Enoch so walked in the way, 
which God made for him and for all men, 
that there was no need for him to remain his 
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ordinary time upon earth : " he was not, for 
God took him." (Gen. v. 24.) This is 
a beautiful and encouraging view of God's 
immediate observation of the human heart. 
It is not merely that the inward training is 
perceived ; but that God will not leave us to 
struggle on in a vain world, when the object 
of life is achieved. Do we long Wter better 
things than those of earth ? Let us ask Gt>d 
to make us fit for them ; and Enoch is our 
witness, that we shall have them. Do we 
find our human hearts too much under the 
dominion of earthly feeling, clogged by human 
impurity ? Enoch is our witness, that, in the 
midst of an evil generation, God can cleanse 
His creature's heart. 

We pass, then, to the life of Abraham, to 
have before us, as it were, in detail, an ex- 
ample of the manner, in which a whole life is 
overlooked and guided by the God, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being. He is 
called, whilst his father is yet living, to take 
possession, in faith, of a promised country ; 
and, after various exercises of his faith, he 
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purchases a grave and takes possession of 
Canaan with his corpse. (Gten. xi. 31 ; xxv. 10 ; • 
Acts yii. 4.) The nature of Abraham breaks 
out in more than one wrong act, for which 
he receiyes correction ; whilst the steadiness of 
his heart is still seen as guiding his household 
and his children in God' s way, and thus pro- 
tection is still afforded to him and to his rela- 
tives* One kinsman of his, especiallj, who 
had been led hj an earthly judgment to 
intermingle himself with idolatry and sin, is 
saved against his own weakness and fear; 
and the very judgment of the guilty post- 
poned, and a portion of the guilty spared, 
for his sake. And God is an unchanged God, 
since He watched over and cared for Abraham ; 
and the believer will feel it no small part of 
this happy knowledge, that the child of God 
receives and secures blessings for the loved 
ones of his heart. The chidden Abraham, and 
the successful mission of the praying Eliezer, 
will be more cheering to the servant of God, 
than all the outward prosperity, which fol- 
lowed " the friend of God." Prosperity is no 
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test of fiiYOur, as David well knew ; but heard 
prayer and loving chastisement are unmis- 
takeable works of love. And thus we find 
the grandson of Abraham, with all his evil, 
with all his guile, a man of prayer ; and thus 
one chastened with hope : many were Jacob's 
lapses, and thus many his sorrows ; but he 
found an end of peace. And this is the kind 
of God, which we need — One who will never 
leave a sin undisturbed; One, who will never 
leave a child unchastened, until he be brought 
home. 

And we have the happiness to see, that 
there is no distinction of persons with God ; 
that God is as near to Jacob with the stone 
for his pillow in the wilderness, as with all 
his flocks and herds, when he meets Esau ; 
that God is as watchfiil over the poor slave 
Hagar, driven forth into the desert with her 
child, as over her harsh mistress — ^twice the 
subject for reproof. (Gen. xviii. 16; xx. 
16.) The servant has no more need to do 
wrong from the want of a protecting God, 
than any other one: the Sabbath working- 
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place, the swearing- master, the corrupt ex- 
ample, are all self-chosen. 

Joseph next meets us ; an everyday life, only 
prominent in its example because God made 
it so. The spoiled child and tell-tale, cor- 
rupted by the fondness of his aged parents, and 
thus needing strict chastisement, receives it in 
fuU measure — slavery, imprisonment, unjust 
accusation, ingratitude of Mends. The chas- 
tisement answers its purpose ; and thus Ood 
leads the man into Egypt to preserve life, 
whom He could no more have used for good, 
than He could Abraham, had Abraham not 
rightly trained his household. The favourite son 
had been a curse at home, raising up envy and 
ill-will ; and yet blessings follow the same one, 
in whatever house he sojourns as the chas- 
tened and altered man. Many of us complain 
of our homes ; but few think why they are so. 

Joseph has brought us into Egypt, and 
Moses brings us thence, with the same con- 
tinued lesson of personal providence. The 
work of Moses is marked out for him, and he 
is called to it from the land of his exile ; his 
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diffidence is encouraged, and he is permitted 
a fellow-worker — the one best suited to his 
nature, the brother of ready tongue : the 
meeting of the brothers on his return, their 
dose councils, their union in chastisement and 
in death, offer one of the most touching little 
histories of the Bible. And they leave their 
encouragement for God's servant at all times ; 
that not only shall the slow of speech have 
power given them for all that GK)d would 
have done ; but that they shall not be denied 
home comforts : the God, who sees all His 
children, is not indifferent to their happiness. 
As we follow Moses through his works, 
as he leads the people of God from the Bed 
Sea to the very land of promise, into which he 
may not lead them, we see the workings of 
God's Providence throughout the whole time : 
we might, indeed, say, that t}ie wilderness 
offered the most evidence of Qod*» imme- 
diate sovereignty, were it not that faith sees 
that evidence in every scene of diqly life. 
Miriam's leprosy, the public sentence and the 
public pardon for one so prominent amongst 
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the people, was a lesson to reach each one ; 
and, lest they, or we, should think that the 
prominent position of Aaron's and of Moses' 
sister made her more worthy, to speak after 
man's fashion, of Gbd's personal regard, we 
have the man who gathered sticks on the day 
of rest, and the man who cursed, to receive each 
his direct sentence from God Himself. (Num. 
XV. 32 ; Lev* xxiv. 11.) The blasphemer was 
but of half-blood with Abraham, and neither 
he, nor the Sabbath-breaker, leaves a name ; 
and yet these two nameless ones died by 
God's order. The lesson is for all genera- 
tions, no less than for that one. We seem 
to think the lesson greater, when it is a king, 
who is slain by his sons, and when his army 
perishes ; but, so long as the lesson reach us, 
the lesson is as strong and as direct, when we 
read of an inquest on a drunkard, or a beggar. 
The death is ever God's act, and the know- 
ledge of the death is brought by designed 
teaching to aU who need the lesson ; and the 
more obscure the individual, the deeper the 
warning, that the Governor of all the earth 
sees and judges every heart. The same in- 
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struction stands out &om other acts of the 
wilderness. The two faithful spies live, and 
live to honourable futures, whilst the rest 
die, publicly and miserably ; and, during all 
those forty years that '^ man did eat angels' 
food," (Psal. Ixxviii. 25,) there was not a 
heart to doubt the searching nature of Gbd'a 
knowledge. Did the weakly and timid man 
fear, that he had not carried home manna 
sufficient for his household ? He found that 
God had not made his household solely de- 
pendent upon the gatherer's power. Did the 
covetous man hope to make up a secret store 
for himself ; to find means, perhaps, for barter 
in exchange for some other subject of his 
coveting heart ? His home shewed him, that 
God knew his heart and had rendered vain 
his heart's intent. 

And, as we enter with Israel into Canaan, 
the same lesson of a watchful Providence ac- 
companies- us. Achan vainly seeks to hide 
his theft ; the lot compels the truth from his 
reluctant tongue. Does any Achan of our 
day doubt that God sees his designed hiding- 
place ? He will find discovery the no less 
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certain in Qod's time: it were better and 
wiser to confess and to restore at onoe. 

And so run all the lessons through the con- 
tinuous history. Does the parent think, that, so 
long as the example is not before the child's 
eje^there is no reckoning? Let him look to the 
good old Eli, and read the sentence of sorrow 
upon him, " because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not." (1 Sam. iii 
13.) Does man think, that he may serve 
CtoA as he will P that any man may do as he 
will in God's house, or in GK>d*s service P 
Let him read of Uzzah, doing a right thing 
in a wrong way ; of Jeroboam's arm stretched 
out, and withered in the moment, before it 
could be recalled ; of Azariah, checked by the 
leprosy in his pro£uie self-will, and shut up 
for life by his own act. Is it thought that 
kings rise by their talents alone, or rule only 
by hereditary right ? Let us read of Saul 
chosen for his personal, David for his heart 
qualities ; let us read of Jehu, the special in- 
strument of judgment upon Omri's race, re- 
warded for his work by four reigns in his 
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family, but limited to four, because he bad 
but reigned for evil. (2 Kings zv. 12.) And 
every king of tbe two thrones seems to offer 
his life as a witness of God's government. 
David knows personal chastisement in the 
person of his little child ; and yet more heavily 
in the person of his older sons; and yet 
there is a providence to shelter his penitence 
&om Ahithophel. Ahab is not sorrowful over 
his sins, even for a time, without divine recog- 
nition ; whilst his relapse brings upon him his 
prophesied end, as surely as his wicked wife 
finds hers : the dogs are as much instru- 
ments of justice, as the stray arrow &om the 
chance hand. Hezekiah and Asa are both 
sick men ; the one has human means blessed 
by God, the other depends upon the human 
means alone ; and we have the result in both 
cases, and we have God's view of such mat- 
ters : Hezekiah had need of his figs, and yet his 
cure was Gt)d's work. 

And these later kings bring us into the 
days of multiplied prophecy ; and thus of still 
more immediate and personal sovereignty on 
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€k)d's part. Even in the old time, Balaam's 
tongue was tied until God set it free ; and 
Elijah, the great prophet of these kinglv 
days, depends for daily food upon the daily 
orderings of God. The manner is little 
important : whether he dwelt by Jordan, or 
in Sidon, his dwelling and his food were as 
God ordered and supplied them ; and he is the 
great pattern of the old covenant, that then, 
as now, God will supply all needful things to 
them, that seek His kingdom and His righte- 
ousness. (Matt. vi. 33.) Jeremiah controUed, 
in spite of his youth, to the delivery of his 
Master s message ; Jonah, vainly flying from 
his mission; Daniel, sheltered amidst the 
lions, ready to test their forced abstinence 
upon his enemies; and his three friends, 
sharers of his pulse and water, sharers of his 
protection, untouched amidst the ftimace, 
which like Daniel's lions could rage upon 
their enemies; all pour out their testi- 
mony to the present eye and present care of 
God. 

And if it was thus under the old covenant, 
when God spake by His servants the prophets, 



60 THE BOOK 

how much more the traces of His gOYeming 
will when He spake by His Son ! That the 
Son should be the daily object of the Father's 
care, would seem reasonable, — ^would seem 
the mere perfecting of the design, for which 
the Son was made flesh to dwell among us ; 
but the immediate interest in His children of 
earth passes all that has been preyiously 
recorded in revelation, and extends beyond 
any direct connection with the scheme of 
redemption. Thus Nathanael's heart is seen 
under the fig-tree, whatever the nature of 
its secret counsel. Thus ZacchsBus is called 
fix)m his tree, and known to be ready to re- 
ceive his Lord, as his fellow-publican Levi. 
Thus the unbelieving thoughts of the Pharisee 
Simon are as weU seen as the treachery of the 
one ^' unclean*' disciple. Thus the widow of the 
city of Nain has not lost her son, nor felt her 
griefi without the knowledge of her Fathm^ 
above ; and there is mercy on the way to meet 
her, even as she passes to the grave. Thus 
Lazarus is allowed to die, — ^his sickness known, 
and known to be unto death, and yet assistance 
designedly withheld. Thus Peter has hia 
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fore-known sifting bj Satan ; his prophesied 
fall ; the mark of his Master's care and love in 
the look turned from the prisoner Jesus upon 
His denying servant ; the private interview to 
receive his penitence and to assure his pardon ; 
the continued care of angels in his prison- 
hour ; the foretold death, of which his Lord 
had spoken. And these things embrace all 
human life and its accidents, as we call them, 
— ^the secret thought, the doubting and fearing 
heart, the private sorrow, Satanic power in 
the heart, sickness, death ! How varied and 
how vast a view of God*s government ! Who 
would not fear it ? Who would not learn to 
rest upon it P How vain all resistance to such 
knowledge and such power ! How blessed the 
sense of such attributes guided for us bjlove ! 
And these things were not attendant only 
upon the life of the Christ. Stephen was 
seen in his martyrdom, and was permitted 
to see that, which others saw not. And 
Paul, similarly, had no power to continue at 
Damascus the persecution begun at Jeru- 
salem. He, also, saw the Saviour, whom his 
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companions could not see ; and, marked by bis 
previous education, training and prejudices, 
as specially " a cbosen vessel " to teacb otbers, 
be was arrested in bis course, converted, saved. 
And tbat we may understand God's view as 
still uncbecked, — as ranging over tbe millions 
of His cbildren as freely as wben Naamaa 
was cured, or wben tbe Syro-pboBnician and 
tbe woman of Sycbar found grace witb tbeir 
Saviour : tbe Etbiopian is not left to read tbe 
Scriptures unbelped, nor do the prayers and 
alms of tbe Boman centurion fail to come up 
as a memorial before bis God. 

In tbis rapid view of tbe manner, in wbicb 
God's care of individuals is stamped upon 
all tbe details, wbicb He bas given us of His 
dealings witb man, we see tbe difficulty of 
separating tbe act wbicb toucbed tbe indi- 
vidual, from tbe part wbicb tbat man bad to 
perform for tbe benefit of otbers. Tbuis tbe 
cbastened and preserved Josepb was sent 
into Egypt to preserve life; and Moses was 
brougbt back from Midian to lead God's 
people out of Egypt. Tbus tbe nameless 
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offenders in the wilderness, as well as the 
known ones, Nadab, Abihu, Korah, and 
Achan, were examples for their wavering 
brethren. Thus, in Nain, the raised man led 
the people to glorify God, who had thus 
visited His people ; and the restored Lazarus 
brought all the multitude with hosannahs to 
attend the entry of Jesus into His own cit j. 
This is merely, however, to enlarge our ideas 
of the nature of Gk)d's providence and govern- 
ment. Each star is a wonder of creation; but 
it is only a part of God's universe ; and all are 
governed by the same laws. Each man is an 
element in God's government, and the in- 
dividual guidance of his heart a portion of the 
guidance, by which all are governed. 

And we derive hence an encouragement as to 
those relations, which God has made for us on 
earth. Joseph's chasteningbrought blessings on 
his brethren, as well as on himself; and Lazarus 
did not die for his own sake alone — the sisters, 
who knew, that he had not died, had his Lord 
been with him, would have deep lessons to draw 
and deep profit to receive from their permitted 
sorrow. It is a happy thought, when sorrow 
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is present with us, that we may not be suffering 
for ourselves alone. We have done many an 
injury to the souls of those, whose souls have 
been bound up with ouirs, by many a light 
word, by many a careless act : happy is it for 
us, if we have no heavier memories of affection 
repaid by wrong guidings and evil examples. 
And it is well and comforting to have the 
other view; to conceive, that the range of 
God's design, as of God's mind, embraces all 
upon whom an influence may bear. Neither 
man, at Nain, or at Bethany, would suffer, 
or die, in vain. The mother and the sisters 
would be objects of contemplated love in the 
chastening. And should God set His mark 
upon us, in any way, that we may become 
objects of His forbearance and mercy, it will be 
a sweet thought to us, that the same hand may 
be guiding our loved ones by the same road. 
And should the chastening extend, as at Nain 
and Bethany, to death, it will be a very sweet 
thought in death, that we are sent before, in 
order that others may follow ; that the very 
union of our lives has been designed, that in 
death, and after death, we may not be divided. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

Scttfbxxvi Vitb ai tl^t StnEll hs rni (Bltnunt td 

IHB HATIOH IMPLIB8 THE M AK — THE MAST, THE LIFE— 
THE LIVE, THE MIEUTE -- PBETEOTIOH— FIRST GBEAT 
RESULT FROM SMALL CAUSE — CAIN — INTIMATE KNOW- 
LEDGE— CIRCUMCISION — TEN PLAQUES — MANNA— PAT- 
TERNS — LEPROSY — RESTS — GIVEN WORD — CHANCE 
WORD— HOME-DUTIES — DAQON — KINGS — PROPHETS — 
GOSPEL-DATS — SIMON — TRIBUTE — PITCHER — IDLE 
WORD AND OOTBTING ETE. 

We Have been preparing ourselves for a close 
view of the governing and guiding Providence 
of the God, with whom we have to do. If, as 
we have seen, creation implies government ; if, 
as we have seen, the government of nations 
implies government of the individuals, who 
rule, or who compose the nation ; the mind 
must go onward to understand that indivi- 
duals are, and can only be, governed by a 
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perfect knowledge of all the details of each 
life. The nation is but the multiplied man; 
and the man's life is bui a multiplied day ; 
whilst the thousand years of the nation's being 
and the one man's one day are the same 
to the eye of the infinite God. (2 Peter iii. 8.) 
In the Bible, therefore, as God's account of 
His own government, we may expect to find 
the most minute details of government — 
to find, that there is nothing too minute 
to produce great and permanent consequences. 
This view will be the simple result of God's 
nature. At any time, His knowledge is per- 
fect and embraces all things ; and time is 
nothing to Him; and thus His knowledge 
comprehends in one all the time which He has 
originated — which He has separated from the 
eternity, in which it began by His will and 
into which it will return by His will — and fJl 
the details, which belong to time. 

We open the Bible, then, expecting to see 
that upon very little things we may expect 
to find very great things to depend ; and yet 
the first fact of the kind has overset many a 
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human mind. The whole world is a mass of 
sin ; of sin so hopeless in its determined hold 
upon the human heart, that it was necessary 
that the Son of God should be made in the 
likeness of sinful flesh ; that it was necessary 
that the Son of God should suffer and die in 
an awfully painful maimer, according to accu- 
mulated prophecies during long previous ages ; 
and all this has its origin in one act of dis- 
obedience— in one fruit coveted and taken ! 
"Who that reads of his first parents' fall, shall 
think little of the first temptation to evil ? 
Who shall think Paul's counsel extreme 
against giving " place to the devil," (Bph. iv, 
27,) by the natural wrong wish cherished, 
when he sees the power which Eve gave to 
Satan P Who shall render vain God's love and 
leave provided means of grace unused, when he 
remembers Eve's guilt foreseen, and the aton*- 
ing Lamb already fore-ordained ? (1 Peter i. 
20.) Who shall imagine his own apple unseen ; 
or even the coveting look, which marks it 
** pleasant to the eyes," and " good for food ;" 
(Gen. iii. 6;) when mercy is so prompt to pre- 
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pare succour for the tempted ? And it would 
be, indeed, a shameful view of human nature^ 
that this knowledge of mercy should lead us 
to sin ! — that we should.go into sin, because 
we hoped that God would be merciful ! 

And, then, we have Cain's offering. He at 
least — ^however refined man may think- that 
God does not care for trifles — ^he, at least, 
would know, that " the fruit of the ground" 
was not beneath God's knowledge : (Gen. iv. 
3 :) he seems, indeed, almost to err on the 
other hand ; as though that, which cost a soul, 
might redeem a soul. Those two altars are 
equally before Grod's eye ; one has the offer- 
ing of faith, and thus of obedience ; the other, 
that of self-will. It is the lesson, which has 
marked the whole world since that first gene- 
ration trod its surface ; all offerings are equally 
present before Him, to whom they are offered ; 
and He has respect unto them, simply as they 
are offered, or not offered, in accordance with 
his will. 

It is as the heart offers, that the offering 
finds respect. The offering of Nadaband Abihu, 
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was not that which the Lord '' commanded,** 
and it brought death. (Lev. x. 1.) 

We have, then, personal markings of men 
for the character of their lives, which are the 
practical working of David's description of 
Gk)d'8 nature. Enoch died to earth, as God 
translated him to the better land, for which his 
walk on earth fitted him ; (Ghen. v. 24 ; vi. 9 ;) 
a similar walk left Noah a living man with his 
household in the ark, whilst the waters raged 
around and buried a world; and Abraham 
was admitted to the honour and privilege of 
the father of the faithful, because he would 
train up his household in God's way. (Gen. 
xviii. 19.) How intimate this knowledge of the 
human heart ! not only the '' thought'' under- 
stood afar off, but how it shall affect the man's 
" ways ;" (Psal. czxxis. 2 ;) and thus the future 
influenced and made matter of guidance, ac- 
cording to the present and according to the 
fore-known thought, and word, and way ! And 
this is the God, with whom we have to do ! 
Is our anxiety great over the future ? Will it 
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be long, we fear, before we rest from this 
world's troubles ? Are our neighbour's sins 
threatening our safety and our peace ? Are 
we uncertain over our children's coming 
lives and hopes? Enoch and Noah and 
Abraham teach us, that we may shape the 
future for ourselves, and for our little ones, by 
the simple daily duties of life — ^none ordered, 
none discharged, unobserved, nor in vain. 

And this personal application is largely 
assisted by the fact of circumcision ; a mere 
sign, to which the child of eight days old can 
be no consenting party ; a mere evidence of 
parental faith ; and yet this act which if omitted 
leaves no life safe. (Qen. zvii. 4; Exod. iv. 24.) 
Analogy will shew us every baptism open to 
the same eye ; and every parent marked in 
the care of his child, even from the hour when 
God gave the child. And the defective faith 
is marked with danger not in omitted duty- 
alone: Abraham's kinswoman gave but one 
look back upon the condemned cities, and it 
was her last ; (Qen. zix. 26 ;) and the Lord 
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JesuB has marked her for our remembrance, 
(Luke xyii. 32,) and stamped His caution 
upon the forbidden and coveting look. (Matt, 
y. 28.) That fore-warning and its attendant 
provision for safety form a most happy lesson 
from God's providence, as He Himself displays 
it. Abraham, as he fore-shadowed the cross 
and the rosurroction at Mount Moriah, had 
the ram, the provided sacrifice, ready for the 
moment of his frill obedience ; asHagar had the 
ready well for her extremity ; as Eliezer had 
Bebecca's pitcher at hand for his camels, 
meeting at once their wants and his prayer. 

Egypt has, also, many lessons of the inti- 
mate and perfect knowledge, which over-rules 
human counsels: The God, whose outstretched 
arm so delivered His people, that all surround- 
ing nations were overwhelmed with fear, 
united the minuteness of His providence with 
the splendour of His power. Egypt was made 
to tremble and the proud Pharoah humbled by 
— ^the frrog and the locust, by swarms of lice 
and flies; foretold, raised, removed, by the 
same Almighty One, who sent Israel to devas- 
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tate Canaan, who gave Egypt to Nebuchad- 
rezzar as his wages for his work against Tyre. 
(Ezek. xxix. 19.) And when renewed chas- 
tening only produced a more hardened heart, 
and the destroying angel stretched his sword 
over the land, how unerring the wisdom 
which guided the judgment I In each house, 
the first-bom alone knew that sure death, 
picked out from all surrounding brethren ; and 
yet, the same sword was powerless over each 
house, which bore the appointed blood upon 
its door-way. We little estimate the accuracy 
of the measurement, by which is determined 
the fitness for continued life; the balance 
of existing hope, which may leave the barren 
fig-tree to the pruner's care. Every soul in 
Sodom was weighed and measured, before the 
destructive shower came; {Gten, xviii. 32 ;) as 
each ope of the seven thousand in AhaVs day 
was brought to a standard ; (1 Kings xix. IS ;) 
and no disease now, how sweeping soever its 
effect, has any other law than God's will — 
not one soul is taken but by its Maker's 
decree. 
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These lessons of personal inspection seem 
to us encouraging, as illustrations of God's 
care over His creatures ; but His word dis- 
plays to us the same character of His govern- 
ment ; so displayed as to make us feel how 
entirely the acts of such a Being must be 
beyond the range of our minds. We seem 
to be able to understand, how and why Gk)d 
should know us altogether ; but that wonderful 
law given by Moses brings home to us the 
defect of our understanding in that, which 
relates to Q-od. That the manna should be 
measured out by a divine power beyond man's 
control, — the grain, small as coriander seed, 
not too minute for the hand of an all-supplying 
G^od; (Exod. xvi. 12, 31;) that the very shoes 
of His people should be untouched by travel 
and by time, whilst their feet followed His 
bidding; these things might seem mere por- 
tions of God's care of His own. But God's 
commandings of the manner of His own 
service ; the patterns to Moses and to David ; 
speak His care of His own sovereignty and 
glory, to the utter extinction of aU human 

H 
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judgment. The ark, in wbich Noah was to save 
" his house," was, as we know, fashioned out 
to him strictly, both in form and size ; (Qen. 
vi. 15 ;) and the rigidness of the pattern set 
to Moses can only be felt by reading the nar- 
rative as G^od gave it. '' Look that thou make 
them after their pattern, which was shewed 
thee in the mount." (Exod. xxv. 40.) 
" Make" what P Not merely the ark and its 
mercy seat; (Exod. xxv. 10, 17;) but the table 
and its dishes, bowls and spoons ; (Exod. xxy. 
23, 29 ;) the candlestick, its tongs and snuff 
dishes ! (Exod. xxv. 31, 38.) As the tabernacle 
had its '^ fashion shewed in the mount," (Exod. 
xxvi. 30 ;) and the altar, also, was so ^' shewed;" 
(Exod. xxvii. 8:) the wonderful commands 
embraced such particulars as utterly to confuse 
the human mind, — the oil and incense for the 
service, and the very robes of the priests, and 
their ornaments. So would God describe 
Himself, that man may understand the vanity 
of such distinctions as great and small in their 
estimate of the Eternal and the Infinite. 
He, who in the beginning created the heaven 
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and the earth ; who said, " Let there be light, 
and there was light;" who saw every thing 
that " He had made, and, behold, it was very 
good;" He is the same One, who gave the 
pattern for the table, and the candlestick, and 
planned the texture and the form of Aaron's 
robes ! 

And there are other matters of the law, 
which are almost as wonderful to the human 
mind; as, ^.y., the law of purification, and 
the tests and marks of leprosy ; especially as 
we consider that awful disease as the symbol 
of sin, and that every, the smallest, mark of 
the infected soul is as distinctly noted, as were 
all the signs of that external loathsomeness. 
And there was, yet agaia, the year of jubOee, 
and the regular years of sabbath, provided for 
by the plenty of the preceding year ; a per- 
petual giving of bread from heaven ; every ear 
of com growing under its Maker's eye. And 
this God is an unchanged Qod! and we 
all know it ! And, yet, what numbers are 
starving, what greater numbers are guilty of 
every variety of wickedness, under the plea of 
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support ! — when this God might, and would be, 
their Q-od, if they would but go to Him ! 

And the same constant lesson goes on. It 
is called a new thing, that the earth should 
swallow up the quick Korah ; and there was 
the forewarning of the fact: It is no new 
thing in our day, when earthquakes have been 
ministers of judgment so often; and jet, 
few weigh that it is the same power, and that 
no grave yawns for any living Korah, but as 
God wills it. Balaam had a word that he 
would say, if he might ; but the curse might 
not pass his lips : he was fain to speak the 
word which God put into his mouth ; and who 
of us in his right mind, would not that God 
should do the same for us ? "When we know 
the words, that so often struggle for utterance 
against all our sense of right, how should we 
cry out with the Psalmist, " Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth ; keep the door of my 
lips/' (Psal. cxli. 3.) 

And another description of teaching is well 
sketched to us in the case of Gideon. (Judges 
vii. 13.) He is sent down into the host of 
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Midian, that he may take his instructions from 
the casual word (as we should call it) of 
another mouth. This is still one of God's 
most ordinary modes of teaching. It is one, 
by which God's servants are gradually led fully 
to comprehend their own usefulness as instru- 
ments in God's hand. In their first working 
they seem to bear no fruit, to be mere useless 
workers, spending time and labour in vain, 
till it pleases God to withdraw the vail 
from some of His secret workings, and they 
are permitted to see how many a word took 
effect upon another than the one addressed ; 
how many a man has borne to another the 
message, which had been profitless to himself : 
how even the scoffer, like the persecutor, does 
God's work, in scattering the seeds of truth. 

Eli has his lesson, as every parent feels; 
the religious duties of the man no way freeing 
him from his home duties; and those home 
duties marked : the man does not train his 
children for evil, but he does not train them 
for good : the vileness is their own, but it was 
his part to have restrained it. It were well for 
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the parent now to understand that he acts 
before the same Q-od, whose message Samuel 
spake to Eli, and who sees where the child is 
left unrestrained to make himself vile. 

We have another variety of teaching, no 
less illustrative of God's immediate view of 
earth. God chastened His people, and His 
ark was taken from them. The Philistines 
rejoiced in the capture; but they could no 
more retain the ark, than Egypt could keep 
Israel; and their Dagon falls, helpless and 
broken, before the ark. The earthly opinion 
upon God's dealings is constantly led astray 
by the idea of chances and accidents, when 
God is simply carrying out His arrangements 
for the benefit of His people, and the promo- 
tion of His glory. God will neither leave 
His people in their sins, nor in their sorrows : 
they shall have their chastening, and they shall 
have their deliverance, — each in its due time. 
And the Dagon, any Dagon, which we may 
fashion for ourselves, and set up before Him, 
stands only by His permission, and will fall 
when He pleases. Is our Dagon untouched ? 
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Let us tremble lest God leave us untouched, 
uncalled, unsaved ! Is our Dagon laid pros- 
trate ? Let us bless Qod, that He has shewn 
us the vanity of our idol. 

And the times of the Kings are no less 
fruitful in God's lessons, from His active and 
personal government. There was but one man 
spared from doomed Amalek; but the one 
Agag was a marked disobedience ; and the cry 
of the oxen was not unheard. Obedience has 
need to be in God's way, and not in ours : 
rejections on God's part will be constantly 
found to be the result of rejections on the 
part of man. Ahab's reign is an example. 
God had not seen him only in the temple of 
Baal, nor in the garden of Naboth ; he was 
seen, also, even in his shortened repentance, 
and seen with favour : had he clung to that 
repentance, there had been no need of that 
guided arrow from the unknown hand. Heze- 
kiah was a rejector in his own way — preferring 
to remain amidst pain and temptation, when 
he might at once have entered into his rest ; 
and when he is spared for more experience of 
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self, to know that secret heart, from which 
G-od was willing to save him, the very manner 
of His mercy is an evidence of the government 
under which He lives. He is assured of 
extended life, and yet ordered a means of cure ; 
his faith thus tested even in his cure ; he might 
yet have refused the figs and died. 

The prophets, the immediate instruments in 
God's hand to awaken His people, have many 
examples of the minute character of His 
dealings with man. The figures chosen to 
convey prophecy were often of the most 
ordinary kind. The God, whose magnificent 
language in prophecy fills us with awe and 
admiration, is the same God who commands 
Jeremiah to mar the linen girdle in Euphrates, 
(Jer. xiii. 4,) and Ezekiel to pourtray Jeru- 
salem upon a tile. (Ezek. iv. 1.) And the 
same God was near to His faithful ones in their 
captivity, to bless their pulse and water ; as 
before, (Dan. i. 15,) to raise up and to destroy 
Jonah's gourd: (Jonah iv. 6:) nor is there 
a living man, who might not find his lesson, — 
to rest the care of his body upon God, and to 
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remember, that it is the same band, which gives 
and which removes the comforts and blessings 
of earth. It is the same One, who keeps His 
nature, and the nature of His providence, 
before us, — its searching comprehensiveness, 
and its elevation above all human cavils, — in 
the '* bag with holes," within which Haggai 
knew that all the wages went, which were not 
earned of God. (Hag. i. 6.) It is the same 
One, who open sthe eyes of Zechariah to foresee 
the Pharisees telling piece by piece into the 
hand of Judas 1 (Zech. xi, 12,) and who de- 
scribes the ample overflowing, which would 
come to His people, and fill their bams, if 
they would restore their communion with Him. 
(Amos ix. 11-15.) 

And, thus, we pass on into Gospel-times — to 
find the small as much a marked element of 
Providence, or yet more so, since revelation 
is more clear, and we are more permitted to per- 
ceive the causes of reYel&tion and of Providence. 
The knowledge of the present Jesus stands one 
of the best proofs of His unity with the Father. 
He, without whom was not anything made that 
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was made, (John i. 3,) has all the thoughts 
of His creatures open to His eye, as well as 
all the portions of His creation, animate, 
or inanimate. When Simon, as His host, 
would have wrongly judged the poor sinner's 
act and His own acceptance of it, Jesus an- 
swered to his heart ; and He shewed His daily 
knowledge of the thoughts of all, even before 
He said that every idle word should meet its 
judgment. And the Son has, as it were, a 
care to shew to the full His Father's power. 
There had been easier means for the tribute 
money, which would have all seemed easy to 
the world at large; but the means, which 
Jesus chose, were so eminently miraculous, as 
to shew that this was, indeed, the heir, who 
was exempt from tribute. There might have 
been many in Jerusalem, sharers of His 
benefits, who might have been willing to place 
their upper room at His disposal, — many 
cognizant of His miraculous power, — many, 
whom the days of the cross would drive far 
away, and who would not be found in the 
" 120 " after the ascension ; but our Lord 
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prefers the choice of the man leaving his well 
with his pitcher, and acting the unconscious 
guide. And these two cases are clear cases 
of divine power. Neither the two disciples 
who were bid to prepare, nor Peter sent for 
the tribute, had any time fixed for their ap- 
pointed office. Their pace was not regulated, 
and they might, as they pleased, go more, or 
less, fest. The conversation of the two might 
hasten, or retard, their steps, according to 
its character; whilst Peter might meditate 
upon his strange mission and hurry forward 
to see its result, or deep meditation might 
make his steps slow. In the narrow streets 
of an Eastern city there might be many to 
check the progress, greetings to exchange, 
friends to ask counsel upon some passing 
difficulty. And the man with his pitcher 
would be as unconscious as the fish bearing 
the tribute money for his Master ; whilst the 
multiplied and varied contingencies of the 
number of fish — the one which should, just at 
the right time, be ready for Peter s hook — the 
hunger, which would make the laden fish bite ; 
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all these are points, wbicb the Godhead could 
alone foreknow ; whilst they are as definitely 
marked out as the patterns to Moses and to 
David. 

And all these things are patterns, displaying 
the nature of the government, under which we 
live. Paul has applied the lesson of the law's 
teaching : — " It is written in the law of Moses, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the com. Doth God take care for 
oxen ? or saith He it altogether for our sakes P 
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he 
that plougheth should plough in hope; and that 
he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of 
his hope.'' (1 Cor. ix. 9, 10.) The Almighty 
God has in many ways given the most par- 
ticular directions concerning things seemingly 
trivial and unimportant, that we may not 
presume, in any way, to pass judgment upon 
either His creation, or His providence ; that 
we may never presume to think anything 
unimportant in His sight; that we may not 
conceive, that we have time to waste, nor 
talents of any kind to leave unimproved. The 
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moral world has, however, most need of the 
lesson. The idle word has notice of the 
jiidgment; the coveting eye is assumed to 
have had its secret will, to have done its 
desired sin; and however small the offence 
may seem, we shall not call its effect small, if 
we meet the judgment unsaved, uncleansed ! 

We often think Moses' offence too small to 
justify his exclusion from the land of promise : 
It was but a hasty word ! And yet the hasty 
word had better be judged here than hereafter. 
Of all those little details, which Qod gave 
Moses for His tabernacle, it would have 
seemed very unwise, that Moses should risk 
the loss of God's favour for anything so small. 
And yet, this is the plea of the worldling 
now : — " This thing is too small for God to 
care." Is it, O man? Then where is thy 
love for the God, who made all things good 
for thine enjoyment, where is thy love for thy 
dying Saviour, when this same little thing is 
^^one ? 
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CHAPTEE V. 

Urac&Hl §abttxcmxd. — ^vd&ons* 

god's will safe law— hatiohs as mbf— how, as o? 
old — aod unohanqbd — noah — 0k88ati0n of pro- 
phbot — calvary — jbbusaleh — modern histort — 
spain — austria — france — bnqlahd— america — 

WAR — ONE MAN. 

The Lord Jesus Christ put a prayer into our 
mouths, which would seem to have made the 
duties of OUT preparatory world very simple : — 
" Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." 
The angels do Gted's will without question, or 
delay. And the wiU is as clear as the pattern. 
The "Word of God is put into our hands ; and 
without help, or teaching from anybody, the 
Christian can see his duty in every relation 
of life. Teachers may be required for those 
who will not read God's book, to press upon 
them the necessity and value of the written 
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will ; but no ofte, who cares for his soul and 
goes straight to GFod for instruction, will find 
human aid necessary. And this will of God 
is the safe guide for families, for nations, for 
earthly power of aU kinds. There is no more 
difficulty in governing a people, than in 
governing one's self: there is the plain rule 
in the Bible, and difficulties are made by 
making other rules. It is the variation from 
the one standard, which leaves sin and Satan 
such awful power in the world. Man sets a 
limitation upon his Lord's prayer, which his 
Lord never designed. Man imagines that 
God's will is to be the law only in matters of 
religion ; that God's will is only to be remem- 
bered on one day out of seven ; that individuals 
should heed the will of God in privato life, 
but not kings, nor their counsellors. 

The error seems a very strange one. It 
would appear a strange view of the Godhead, 
that He should condemn sin in one man, and 
not condemn it in a whole people ; that He 
should be severe to mark what is done amiss 
by one poor creature of earth, and be in- 
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different to the accumulated enormities of 
thousands and millions ; that He should feed 
the young ravens that call upon Him; that 
the voice of our brother's blood should cry out 
to Him; that He should deliver the needy when 
he crieth ; (Psal. Ixxii. 12 ;) and yet that He 
should be unmoved by the slaughter of a battle- 
field, or by a whole nation led into sin ! Let 
man theorize as he may ; such is not the Ood, 
whom revelation displays to us. 

We cast our eyes over the history of the 
Bible, to find nations raised up, located, 
warned, chastened, checked in a wrong path, 
bounded both as to space and time, exiled, 
recalled, overthrown, precisely as the same 
Almighty One is represented as dealing with 
the individual citizens of the land. And in 
aU the changes and chances, which come over 
each country's prosperity, we are specially 
taught, that moral right, or moral wrong — 
i.e. the doing, or not doing, of God's will 
— is the origin of the granted, or of the 
removed, prosperity. And as the Bible was, 
so the world is: there is no change in 
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God. During the thousands of years, which 
the Scripture history embraces, no country 
prospered without God's will. Every country 
opposing God's will, setting itself against 
Him for any variety of reason, was ruined. 
God spake the word, and "it was so;" the 
fore-speaking of the word being the plainest 
evidence, that He, who spake the sentence, 
was He by whose order its execution was 
completed. And these, being dead, yet speak 
from their graves. Nineveh and Babylon, 
once so great, condemned, wiped away from 
the earth's surface and almost from human 
memory, to be found only by a groping search 
into the mounds which speak a grave — to 
be spelled out from old monuments, which 
patience can alone interpret ; Tyre, the Britain 
of ancient times, with her merchants like 
princes, her navies, and her colonies, now, the 
desolate " place to spread nets upon ;" (Ezek. 
xxvi. 14;) Egypt, once master over God's 
own people, once the place of refuge from 
the oppression of the mighty;— why are 
these fallen ? Because they were weighed in 

i2 
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God's just balance, and found wanting in their 
duties both to God and to man ; because God 
was not recognised, nor His will done ; because 
power was abused to man's misery. And how 
can it be otherwise, whilst the world shall 
last? How can the unchanging God know 
any other rule for the government of Hia 
world ? 

God has in no way laid down His sove- 
reignty. Where would man trace out his 
marks of God's self-abandonment of power ? 
Man might have imagined such a fact, at 
many times, when God's sure designs were 
in progress. When Noah and his little 
family were isolated amidst a world of sin- 
ners, the sinners might have said in their 
heart, " God hath forgotten : He hideth His 
face : He will never see it ;" (Psal. x. 11 ;) 
but, at the very time, the sentence had been 
spoken, and the ark was in prepaj»ation for 
the flood, which they should not escape. 

When Malachi closed the book of prophecy, 
and revelation ceased for 400 years, man 
might have again imagined, that God had 
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withdrawn Himself from human counsels ; but 
prophecy had spoken; and God was slowly 
maturing His own gracious designs for its 
fulfilment. The stillness of that profound 
repose was previous to the solemnity of the 
presence of the " King of kings, and Lord of 
lords," (Rev. xix. 16,) coming to His own 
temple. (Mai. iii. 1.) 

The scene at Calvary might well have made 
the world imagine, that it had no ruler. The 
dying One was a guiltless sufferer ; so fully 
known to be so, that His accusers could find 
no witness, no word, upon which to con- 
demn Him, till they could pervert His own 
word into blasphemy ; His judge, so sure of 
His innocence and truth, that his own guilt 
could alone make him party to the atrocity 
of His condemnation. And yet, there was the 
Deity, attesting His presence by darkness 
and earthquake ; and prophecy had described 
all the details of the scene, hundreds of years 
before they were. 

When the plough passed over Jerusalem, 
the unbeliever might exult in this evidence 
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of an absent Gk>d ; but God was absent from 
his people only on account of their sins, and 
He had already spoken, by His Son, the very 
sentence — ** that not one stone should be left 
upon another" — of which the unbeliever was 
merely the minister of the law to execute 
judgment." (Eom. xiii. 4.) 

And, now, that Jerusalem is still " trodden 
down of the Gentiles," (Luke xxi. 24,) the 
very evidence to the unbeliever that Gtod 
does not care for His own, is the believer's 
conviction that He does. That His people 
were thrust out from their own land, that 
they exist there only by sufferance, was His 
own appointment; and there is even a limit set 
upon the continued exile — ** until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfiUed." 

In the Bible, therefore, God describes Him- 
self as the Governor of the world in these oup 
present days. The Gentiles now occupy His 
own city by His own appointment ; and He 
will keep them there until the purpose of their 
occupation be fulfilled. How determinately 
God is pleased to keep them there, we may 
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judge by the strange incidents of our day, 
when we have seen the most powerful Chris- 
tian nations united to keep an unbelieving 
people in possession of Jerusalem ; and when 
we see them now risking an uncertain extent 
of war, khat they may retain an unbeliever as 
the sovereign of Jerusalem. The Bible, how- 
ever, speaks of far later days,, as days of God's 
undiminished sovereignty over His own world. 
"The times of the Gentiles," are themselves 
indefinite times to us, although doubtless 
definite with Him, " Who hath made of one 
blood all nations of men, and hath de- 
termined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation ;" (Acts xvii. 26 ;) 
but the prophecies of Hosea and Ezekiel, 
and Daniel and John, reach away into yet 
unexplored depths of time, equally distinct 
before God's eye, and equally needing His 
guiding hand to make all " the kingdoms of 

this world, the kingdoms of His 

Christ." (Eev. xi. 15.) 

The world now, therefore, and all the 
nations of the world are as much under God's 
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immediate goyemment,as they have ever been. 
The will of God is still as much the law for 
a nation 8 guidance, and the grounds for a 
nation's prosperity, as in any bible-age. And 
for this history is sufficient. "We may read 
history as an interesting account of human 
actions ; giving great variety of incident and 
character, and abounding in far more start- 
ling and romantic reverses than any which 
fiction can supply ; but history should fur- 
nish more than amusement : we should read it 
as displaying the practical workings of God's 
government, to observe its strict coincidence 
with the manner of Bible history,its lesson that 
the world has never known but one king. With 
this thought, history cannot be read without 
instruction. Every Christian reads how, and 
how alone, his own land can know peace and 
happiness: there is no other way, but that 
which God has blessed; as no power can 
avert the curse, which follows God's broken 
law. Take any nation, as Spain : see her as 
she was in her glory ; see her in her present 
impotence and degradation ; and there will be 
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130 difficulty in tracing out the causes of tbe 
change. See Austria, as she was, and as she 
is; and understand why her many subjects 
are not united. Cast a view back upon the 
sufferings of our neighbour, France ; suffer- 
ings scarcely, if at all, surpassed by Jerusa- 
lem when she fell under Titus. Bead her 
history under her later kings ; read the wild- 
ness of her sins during her period of anarchy, 
and there will be little doubt of God's yet 
existing power : we shall understand how it 
has been that peace has so constantly shrunk 
away from her ; and how our only hope for her 
restoration lies in the power of that Gospel, 
which is making slow way within her borders, 
and fighting its battle with infidelity and error. 
And, if we require eyidence, that God has 
still the rule amongst the inhabitants of 
earth, as with the armies of heaven, (Dan. ir. 
36,) our own exemption firom the sufferings of 
war might well convey the lesson to a grate- 
ful heart. Have we been spared for our own 
righteousness ? we should ask with a tremb- 
ling heart ; for history will show us awful sins. 
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marking our national character, even whilst 
the war laid other people desolate, and spared 
our land alone. Human nature will be stained 
by the sins of Adam's race, until the Ee- 
deemer be sole Lord of earth ; and, as God's 
best instruments have borne the impress 
upon them of natural sin — l^osh, Abraham, 
Moses, David — so the most Christian nation 
will not fail, in these early days, to shew its 
imperfection. We have, however, made our 
public acknowledgment of God's will as our 
law ; • we have rejected those traditions of 
man, which, as with God's old law, have 
made fresh stumbling-blocks for the souls of 
men — compelled them, as it were, to lascivious- 
ness and idolatry; and God has markedly 
protected the country of the Gospel. There 
may come a time, when national indifference 
may require that we shall, in turn, know- 
God's chastening hand, even with the full 
severity, with which it has rested upon 
others ; but God has hitherto dealt with us, 
as He did so often with backsliding Israel. 
He has protected the treasurers of His oracles 
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before an apostate world, for His own glory's 
sake. Any history of modem Europe will 
jBll our minds with imaginations of the hor- 
rors, which attend war: we were permitted 
to know them only by the narratives of 
others. And, some six years since, we were 
again allowed to see these things repeated, 
upon, perhaps, a smaller scale ; but with not 
less cruelty, not less violence of feeling, 
whilst we enjoyed an unusual peace. We may 
surely see God's hand here ; we may surely 
hope, that as God's will becomes yet more 
recognized as both our public and our private 
rule of government, our peace will become 
more assured and permanent. 

And our view of present occurrences carries 
out the idea of God's immediate presence in 
all that is passing around us. Our own 
child is rivalling the greatness of her mother- 
land. Unlimited ranges of country invite set- 
tlers from all the old portions of the world ; 
and she is rapidly absorbing into herself 
the science, as well as the bodily strength 
and intellect, of every nation under heaven ; — 

K 
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the very peculiar people, Yihieh have seemed 
separated from the world, becoming eager 
occupants in thousands, of her gold-bearing 
states — Shem and Japheth meeting again 
after a separation of unknown ages. 

Our child assumes her strength so rapidly, 
that none can measure it. Millions pour in 
their yearly additions, and still space and oc- 
cupation invite fresh millions. And yet our 
fears for our child lie just where they would 
for the young child of our homes. Early 
prosperity has brought independence, arro- 
gance, self-wiD ; and she already forgets Who 
gave her greatness, and by Whose wiU it can 
be alone maintained. Dishonest aggression 
upon a neighbour land can never make a 
country prosper ; and the miseries of slavery 
will cry out to an avenging God. We fear 
for the mighty state, peopled by our own 
race, the reflection of our own greatness, 
because she is raising herself against the 
will of God. It may please Him simply 
to send a chastising storm, to pass over 
the land, and to humble His people; but 
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there are elements of ruin in that powerful 
state, which might bring her, if unchastened, 
to all the degradations and sorrows of our 
continent. 

And we should not see ourselves upon the 
rerge of a war, of which none can foresee the 
end, without remembering by Whose will alone 
the end will be determined, both as to its time 
and its results. We may feel how entirely 
we depend upon the one God, with reference 
to the opening of the war. The whole cause 
of war is an injustice upon the part of one 
man, who has, as far as we can judge, been 
led into it by motives, which have a strong 
character of right feeling. He has seen 
fellow-Christians submitted to the most odious 
tyranny, and murdered, without any pretext 
whatsoever ; and, with his power at command, 
a poor child of Adam might well imagine it 
his duty to set this great wrong right. When 
a strong man amongst ourselves sees a child, 
or a woman, insulted or oppressed, he does not 
always let justice take her tardy course ; and, 
although we cannot approve the summary 
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vengeance taken upon the cowardly aggressor, 
our hearts are much drawn to him by the very 
act, which our conscience disapproves. This 
one man, upon whom the question of war 
depends, is known as an amiable man in the 
relations of private life ; but he is an obstinate 
man ; and the battle, upon which all the world 
hangs in suspense, is being fought in his own 
heart with his own will. AndL that heart is in 
Gj-od's hand ; that life has its time on earth 
appointed by God ; on one impulse, or on one 
accident, hang the lives and happiness of 
millions ! A tripping stone, or a grain in the 
throat, might end the war. One fit of passion, 
one chance provocation, might bring out the 
angry declaration, which could never be re- 
called ! And who shall forget, that the same 
one God still rules P 

And as to our own part in the war, and our 
own hopes from the war, the same one will of 
God is guide to our hopes. We are so far inno- 
cent in this mighty struggle, which is about to 
commence, that we have- nothing to gain by 
it — supposing that there can be any gain by 
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war ; that we have done our best to avoid it ; 
that it will certainly be a just war on our part, 
— as justifiable as we can well imagine any 
such things to be, when we take justice out 
of God's hand. And yet, still, our hopes from 
the war will not take their character from its 
justice, but from our position before G-od, 
from the manner in which His will is done 
amongst us. When Joseph's brethren stood 
before him, they knew themselves entirely 
innocent of the charge, upon which they were 
accused; and yet they were fearful, because 
conscience could speak of other evil, over 
which years had passed without wiping out 
its memory. And in war, the fears of every 
nation should arise, not from the enemy, but 
from themselves. Why should the war be 
permitted at all by the good God of heaven 
and earth, unless He saw need for chastise- 
ment upon His children of earth ? The war 
cannot begin, without carrying deep sorrow 
in its train, although our land be not the 
scene of the struggle. How many a widow 
and an orphan shall lament the day which 
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took their guardian from them ! How many 
ties shall be broken ! how many homes made 
desolate ! And there shall be other troubles 
beside those of bereavement. How many a 
home shall be disturbed by worse than death ! 
by the license and the vices learned in the 
siege and the camp ! How many sudden con- 
vulsions of fortune shall follow the changes 
of war, and bring poverty and its temptations 
to untried and weak natures! And these 
sorrows are permitted! God has His eye 
upon us, His children, and sees chastening 
needful. And how much further, then, 
may the chastening be required, and be, 
therefore, permitted ? Shall our so long pro- 
tected shores be permitted to know a foreign 
soldier's tread ? Shall we have to leam the 
value of the Gospel by having it denied 
to us by a foreign master ? Even were the 
enemy's foot but a brief time on our soil; 
even were the foreign rule so short, that the 
victor could not record his triumph, ere it was 
washed out in blood ; the smallest aggression 
on our soil would be an awful chastisement to 
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Britain. And be it ours, then, to remember, 
that safety can only be, as we recognize our 
Divine Master's word and will. 

"We have almost been too particular in this 
illustration of the present government, which 
the one God now exercises in the world. But 
the case is a very striking one. "We are enabled 
to perceive how the life of one man, who is 
wholly in God's hand, — how the counsels of 
one heart, naked and open to the eye of 
Deity, are the moving springs for the chastise- 
ment of nations. And we are enabled thus to 
realize how dOnstantly this is the case, when 
we are not able to see the secret and little 
cause at work, from which the great result 
will come. God's work is not the less uni- 
form, because we cannot always follow it. It 
is one of the most delightful employments of 
the Christian, to trace out in private life those 
doings of God's providence, which are en- 
tirely invisible to a worldly mind ; and if we 
could inspect the machinery of courts, we 
should soon learn to see and own the guiding 
Power. 
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And when we take war, we take but one 
example of the way, bj which God chastens 
and checks nations, as in the days of old. In 
the Bible, we have the cause laid open. As 
Moses speaks of the coming plague, we know 
that the one wind would not bring the de- 
structive locusts, nor another wind destawy 
them, but by His' will, whom the winds obey. 
When the blood is sprinkled upon certain 
doors, and when from those houses alone no 
cry arises for one dead that night, we know 
by Whose will the destroying angel smote. 
When the brazen serpent brought healing to 
every dying man, who looked in faith upon 
Moses' word, we have no doubt, that the 
same God, who sent the cure, sent the serpents. 
When the people, whose numbers had niade 
David's pride, were dying by the pestilence, 
we have no more doubt than David had, by 
Whose will the destroying angel both smote 
and stayed his arm. And these things exist 
now, as they have done, and will have the 
same origin. Famine and fever, plague and 
cholera^ have been the ministers of heavy 
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chastening in our day; and when we see 
no change upon the other details of God's 
government, as they are written in tjie Bihle, 
and as we see them in the existing world, 
we can have no doubt, that the sweeping 
calamities, which affect a land, are as much 
God's will, as at any other period since the 
world began. And from one and all there is 
but the same safety, — obedience to the Divine 
will; from one and all there is the same 
ground of fear, — indifference to the Divine 
will. Death will continue for we know not 
what period, to walk the world and to call 
away souls by new and varied modes ; but the 
rulers of any land may make safety for its 
people, by a simple union of the people with 
their God. "We know the jealousy which 
belongs to God's sovereignty ; and how long 
He forbears, whilst His honoue is not 

BEOUGHT INTO THE QUESTION. It is this, 

which makes the difference between many 
sinners in a Christian land, and the same sin 
publicly acknowledged as the act of the coun- 
try. We see how forbearing God is with the 
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multitade of transgressors; but one act of 
public and authorized rebelliou against His 
will, might be held as needing a public chas- 
tisement. Were it so, no human power could 
avail against the sentence. May all Christian 
nations learn to estimate their only way of 
safety. — conformity to the Divine will; that 
we may see the reign of the Christ extend, 
and all the nations of the earth owning His 
sway. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

GOD XTlfOHANQBD — MEN AS NATIONS— OHKOKBD — CHASTENED 
—JUDGED — BACH TTf BB8ULTS — EXAMPLES — OUR 
CHECKS - 0HASTENING8 — RESULTS— EXPEBIENCB— CALL 
NOT SURELY EFVEOTUAL — INWARD OHOOSINGS SEEN. 

In out endeavour to estimate the manner of 
God's daily government, we have found, that 
much clearer ideas may be formed of it, than 
most of us are willing to tidmit with our lips, 
or even with our hearts. 

We have maturely weighed the fact, that 
Gk>d is One ; that He cannot change ; that 
He is unchanged; that He is, in all His 
attributes, as He has ever been. We can 
at any time, conceive how He will deal with 
us under certain circumstances, by looking 
back to see the doings of His Providence 
under similar circumstances in any eaiiier age 
of the world. 
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We have applied this knowledge of God's 
changeless nature to His govemment of 
nations ; seeing that they have been, and are, 
and will always be, checked, chastened, and 
overthrown, according to the patterns of 
Bible History ; and we would now apply the 
same teaching to ourselves individually. The 
nature of the One God is incapable of change ; 
and He will check in a wrong course, He will 
chasten, He will judge, each mem, as He has 
ever done. 

I. These things have been: this is the 
recorded course of His providence : this is the 
mode in which God professes to deal with 
His children. " I will hedge up thy way with 
thorns," (Hos.ii.6,) said God to His wandering 
people, and " make a wall, that she shall not 
find her paths :" and Jeremiah uses the very 
expressions on the part of the checked one, — 
" He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get 

out ; He hath made my chain heavy ; 

He hath enclosed my ways with hewn stone." 
(Lam. iii. 7, 9.) And Job has the same word 
of personal dealings, — " He hath fenced up 
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my way that I cannot pass/* (Job xix. 8.) 
And the checked and stopped Sennacherib, is 
a yet more direct example : — "I will put my 
hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips ; 
and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest." (Isa. xxxvii. 29.) 

And the chastening is also a named portion 
of God's dealings with man, under both cove- 
nants. God has equally said, — " Whom the 
Lord loreth He chasteneth, Mid scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth.*' (Prov. iii. 
12 : Heb. xii. 6.) ** As many as I love," was 
the word to Laodicea, " I rebuke and chasten : 
be zealous therefore, and repent.** (Rev, iii. 
19.) And the chastened ones know the benefit 
for others, and for themselves. " Blessed is the 
man whom Thou chastenest," (Psal. xciv. 12,) 
said David, well experienced both in the 
chastening and in the profit. " I know 
that Thy judgments are right, and that 
Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." — 
** Before I was afflicted I went astray ; but 
now have I kept Thy word." — "It is good 
for me, that I have been afflicted, that I 
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might leam Thy statutes." (Psal. cxix. 75, 
67, 71.) 

And, as chastening of necessity implies 
danger, from which the chastened one is 
warned to escape, the same book, which speaks 
of chastening, will speak of the end of those, 
who have been chastened in vain. Solomon 
has awfully sketched the result of rejected 
wisdom, — the despised counsels of heaven : — 
"Because I have called, and ye refused; I 
have stretched out My hand, and no man 
regarded ; but ye have set at nought all My 
counsel, and would none of My reproof: I 
also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock 
when your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh 
as desolation, and your destruction cometh as 
a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I 
will not answer ; they shall seek Me early, but 
they shall not find Me : for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord : They would none of My counsel : they 
despised all My reproof. Therefore shall 
they eat of the j&ruit of their own way, and 
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be filled with their own devices." (Prov. i. 
24-31.) 

It is a practical view of the cause of 
abandonment, as well as of its despair. The 
abandonment, the despair, were solelj by 
choosing: thej were self-made ways. God 
had offered free mercy, with all things belong- 
ing to it ; in every temptation there was the 
way to escape; in every case the power to 
resist was greater than the temptation \ but 
man rejected God's strength, and God's peace, 
and thus ohosb weakness and ruin. And, 
in accordance with this certain result of the 
continued rejection of grace is Isaiah's caution 
to " seek the Lord, while He may be found ; 
to call upon Him, while He is near." (Isa. Iv. 6.) 

The Gospel, also, is careful that we may not 
conceive, that these are only the sayings of an 
imperfect law. The more full, free, and clear 
the offered mercy, the greater the folly and 
the sin of its rejection. Jesus Himself wept 
over Jerusalem, because He had in vain offered 
to shelter her and her children ; (Matt, xxiii. 
37 ;) because the things that belonged unto 
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lier peace, were now hidden from her eyes; 
(Luke xix. 42 ;) and there are not only the 
remarkable phrases, — " receive not the grace 
of God in vain,*' (2 Cot. vi. 1,) " lest any man 
fail of the grace of God," (Heb. xii. 16,) — ^but 
terrible things under Apostolic teaching. '' K 
afber they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning." (2 Peter ii. 20.) 
" If we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins," (Heb. x. 26.) 

II. This being, then, the ordered and 
the reasonable course, — the all-wiae and the 
all-good God watching over His creatures, 
checking the wrong thought and the wrong 
way ; chastening His child, where the thought 
is still retained, and the way still persevered 
in; and dealing with them finally, as their 
acceptance, or their rejection, of His guiding^ 
has left them ; we shall see examples under 
His government of two differing results. 
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In every case one of two results will have 
followed. 

1. Of the checked. Some will have prayed, 
that the thought of their heart might be 
forgiven, and have been stopped short of chas- 
tening; whilst others will have slighted, or for- 
gotten, the counsel of God, and have rendered 
chastisement necessary, if the soul was to be 
saved. The case of Simon, whose worldly heart 
sought to purchase the Spirit's gifts, shews 
where the evil finds its first danger, and that 
the danger has no need of extension. " Thou 
hast neither part, nor lot, in this matter," said 
the Apostle to him ; " for thy heart is not right 
in the sight of God. Bepent, therefore, of this 
thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee." 
(Acts viii. 21, 22.) This was no hard matter for 
the child of earth ; although we see, with what 
determined obstinacy the children of earth in 
our day will resort to all desperate methods for 
deliverance from trouble of any kind, rather 
than pray. History tells us, that Simon 
did not repent, and that his heart remained 

l2 
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alienated from G-od ; but it migbt have been 
otherwise. We have Noah cheeked in his 
sin hj the mockery of his child, and thus 
recorded in prophecy, as afberwards walking 
with God, as he had before the flood. "We 
have Abraham checked and reproved for de- 
fective faith, and thus able to train up his 
household in God's way and to receive Gt>d*s 
promises. On the other hand, we have Oain 
checked in his self-willed offering, but louring 
and unrepentant in the face of heaven ; and 
we have Peter checked in his forward decla- 
rations of love and service, and yet persevering 
to his fall : neither prayed before his fall, that 
the thought of his heart might be forgiven. 

2. The chastening has, likewise, its two-fold 
end. It may have been thankfully received : 
it may have been resisted and profitless. The 
plagues of Egypt commenced upon two na- 
tions : the heaviest and last fell on one alone. 
The chastenings of Scripture are heaped up in 
repeated examples; and we see multitudes^ 
with whom they weighed nothing, who per- 
^severed in the vain resistance to the Godhead, 
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until it cloeed in final ruin. Thanks be to 
God, howeyer, that we have also many oases, 
in which we are permitted to see the sentence 
averted by submission to the rod.~ Moses and 
Aaron might have resisted the stemsent^ice, 
which shut l^em ont from Canaan ; but there 
was a better country, which was not lost to 
them. Jacob was a much altered man, after 
Ihe service of Laban; and Joseph could 
(hardly have been recognised as the indulged 
ehild of his fkther's home, in his wise and just 
government of Egypt. Heavy was the chas- 
tisement on David's heavy sins; but his 
Tepentance was earnest, and chastisement 
(stopped short of judgment ; whilst the rash*- 
ness and worldliness of Peter were washed 
iaway by his tears, and he could be prepared 
to preach and to die for his Lord. He 
did pray, after his fall, that the thought of 
his heart might be forgiven him ; and it was 
forgiven. 

3. The rejecters found, in every case, why 
God had spoken of mercy and of love. The 
most blinded had his eyes at last opened, the 
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most prejudiced was convinced, when it was 
too late. When the sword was at Balaam's 
throat, he might have wished that his heart, 
as well as his lips, had spoken Good's word. 
Korah stood hardily at his tent-door ; but it 
was a great cry which rose, as the earth 
yawned for him, and his voice would help it. 
One cannot but feel for Saul's despair, when 
he heard Samuel's word ; and yet he perished 
by his own act. He had not the hunted 
David's wisdom, to put himself, even then, 
in God's hand. Had Haman a thought of 
Mordecai, as he mounted his own gallows? 
or did he at last comprehend, that he had 
contended with God? Many a lesson had 
Ahab and his guilty wife received; and yet 
Ahab defied God's sentence, and Jezebel had 
a bold word in her mouth in the moment of 
her death. When Sennacherib had lost his 
army, he might yet have Submitted to the 
chastening God ; but the idolater died before 
his idol ; foreshadowing many a modem sinner, 
who has more thought of his earthly idol in the 
moment of death, than of his God ! 
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And^ as we look back upon God'a goyem* 
ment in those old times, we have that beautiful 
lesson, which pervades His providence now : — 
** Who art thou that judgest another man's 
servant ? To his own master he standeth or 
falleth." (Eom. liv. 4.) Every called one 
may oome : he will not be cast out : he that 
rejects the call, has no other mode of hope. 
And yet, whilst these facts are sure, how 
difficult is it to exclude hope ! Did God mean 
to exclude hopep Would not God have the 
eleventh hour still to know its call P 

Cain P We may not say, that the soul of 
Cain was lost. EliP We may not say, that Eli 
was saved. Our hearts incline to the old man, 
remonstrating over his sons' vileness ; and 
it was his sorrow for the ark of his God 
which brought death. And yet, weakness, 
and worldliness, and unjust suspicion are 
there ; and the Scripture is silent. Solomon ? 
One would not willingly abandcm hope for . 
David's heir, the receiver of the promises of 
Christ ; and yet, God's gifts cast away, an old 
age of corruption^ God's people torn asunder 
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hy one man's sin, — these are dark clouds over 
the old man's death. Was Hezekiah saved, 
after his preference of earth to heaven ? — after 
his knowledge of his own heart ? We hope 
it ; but we have no sure word. What was the 
end of Zedekiah's hesitation ? — of his private 
consultations with the prophet, whom he did 
not dare openly to protect ? There were sad 
results to his power and to his person ; but the 
tyrant, who put out his eyes, spared his life ; 
and the blinded man might have had far more 
clear light upon God's dealings than he ever 
before had. 

And Pilate ? Have we no hope for Pilate ? 
Struggling against deep convictions of the 
innocence, and even of the claims of Jesus, 
maintaining them even after the death and 
burial of Jesus, we cannot but hope, that the 
disgraced man had time to know the Saviour 
in His greatness, whom he had almost learned 
, to recognize in His abasement. 

God's old ways, we understand, then, to 
display His present ways to us-ward. We 
have no doubt, that we in our day are subjects 



OF PEOTIDBWCE. 119 

for checkings, for chastisements, for judgment, 
as other men have been. 

I. We have been checked in many a de- 
signed course, and we have seen many others 
checked. We do not much observe in every- 
day life the manifest hand of God, unless 
we have private opportunity for judgment. 
Our neighbour conceals from us the sorrow, 
which his sin has brought him, as carefiiUy as 
we do ours from him ; and we have not an 
apostle's power to look into the heart and 
to detect the lie of Ananias, or to see the 
thought which needs prayer for forgiveness ; 
and we are thus imable to see that thought 
carried for mercy. There is no such conceal- 
ment, however, from ourselves. We know 
how often the check has been upon our secret 
hearts, — how constantly we have been pre- 
vented from doing the things, which we have 
most wished to do. And we have little doubt 
how it was. There was but One, who could 
see the yet unuttered word's intent, — but 
One, who has seen the anxiety to escape from 
the dangers of one's own heart. And it may 
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be, that we have tliat best asaurance of the 
presence of God with us, that He comes in 
answer to our prayers ; — that we have prayed, 
that the thought of our heart might be for* 
given U8, and that we are sure that God heard 
the prayer and forgave, because the heart is 
cleansed from its thought. Oh, how glad 
should such knowledge make us ! God seed 
our trials, and God is near to help* 

2. We might not, we said, have so well 
seen the check upon pur brother's sin, as upon 
our own; but, when the gentle check has &iled» 
there is no disguise upon the chastening. We 
have seen others chastened, and with no result; 
and as we looked on, our eyes opened to the 
manner in which God's honour is bound 
up in the obedience of His creatures* The 
chastened one has been, p^haps, following hit 
own way, and God's love has been pleaeed to 
«hew him, that it is the wrong way; and^ 
then, the whole world can see whether i^e 
child payd any attention to the teaching and 
the counsel of his Father in heaven. It is a 
solemn sight to see; for, if the rejecting 
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one has no "certain fearful looking for of 
judgment," the spectators have : God has a 
controversy with His creature; and the be- 
holders knoWj that forbearance alone enables 
the creature to resist ; that the Almighty will 
end the contest when and how He will. The 
crowd are again gathering around Korah; 
and they wait to see by what new thing Ghod 
will close the life of His opposing creature. 

And these lessons are for us I Wheneref 
we are permitted to see Gbd's dealings, His 
providence speaks to tis ; and we look back to 
remember our chasteningS) and to understand 
that our opposings of God are in the same 
way objects of interest to a neighbour's eye as 
he watches carefully the effect which chasten- 
ings produces in us. Shall the chastening 
be Vain, when every living eye beholding us 
knows the responsibility, under which God's 
love has placed us ? — knows, that we aa*e being 
forborne, that We may ask and have mercy ? 
Has the chastening been already successful P 
Has it turned us from darkness to light? 
Have we recognised the light affliction of a 

M 
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moment, which works for Gbd's people the 
" exceeding and eternal weight of glory ?" 
Oh ! how should we rejoice, that we have 
prayed, that the thought of our heart might 
be forgiven us. 

3. And thus, we reach the third stage in 
human progress, when chastening has been 
experienced, and when its results shew per- 
manent effects in the unceasing world. This 
order of check, and chastening, and judgment, 
is not always followed ; nor of check, chasten- 
ing, and pardon. The steps are sometimes 
accumulated. The government of Q^od is both 
wise and just ; and there is no useless work, 
there are no useless delays : chastening comes 
only where profit will be found. Thus, we 
have no time of chastening in Ahithophel. 
He spake as the oracles of God. He had 
marked the doings of Q-od, their constancy, 
the same succession of cause and effect ; huii 
they had not touched his heart. We have no 
word of his age : it mattered little what portion 
of his time was gone, if he was already ripe for 
judgment. It was an easy ride homewards: 
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and in a few moments the soul was lost, 
the everlasting sentence was incurred. 

^or have we trace of chastening in Judas. 
He had had his checks. The yerj possession 
of the bag, if it tempted him to sin, shewed 
him where his weakness lay, and where he 
might pray, that the thought of his heart might 
be forgiven him. Going abroad as the bearer 
of his Master's message, and the dispenser of 
his Lord's blessings, — every word, every deed 
of power, was a lesson against his own covet- 
ing heart : but we read of no suffering. The 
success of his treason was the beginning of 
his despair. And this absence of chastening 
is as much visible amongst the young of our 
day, as in these former sinners; and, as we 
fairly infer, from a similar reason. God is 
unchangeable in His love, as in His nature ; 
and no child of His can be forgotten by his 
Father in heaven. The young ones, whom 
we see so often cut down in the pride of their 
strength, in some moment of awful sin, or in 
the midst of some awful blasphemies, would 
have had all checks and chastenings, had either 
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promised hope? — had there been any hope 
that the man would have prayed, that the 
thought of his heart might be forgiven him ? 

Are there any, who have not reached the 
third stage in the order of God's providential 
dealings P Is there a living soul that does 
not know that God governs the world? — 
know it by personal experience P 

We have all been stopped in the prosecution 
of our own secret designs. There have been 
occasions when, forgetting the times in which 
we lived, and all the Christian counsel which 
the Gospel provided for us, our hearts have 
planned schemes worthy of heathen days. 
We could not speak of them ; they dared not 
see the light ; no man knew of them ; and 
yet, they were evidently known to One mind ; 
for we were not suffered to do the evil that 
we meditated— the great truth of that evil's 
extent was brought home to us by the power, 
which decreed, that it should not be. 

And I fear, that in the time that has since 
gone over us, we have passed on to know 
chastening. The Bulerof the world chast^[iB 
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with reference to the future; and He has 
seen hahits, that needed to be altered ; or He 
has seen the things of time too much loved 
and valued ; or He has seen in the heart little 
of that gratitude and love, which God deserves 
of His creatures ; or He has seen the appointed 
time on earth running rapidly away, whilst 
there was little of the fitness of heaven to be 
found in the heart. Love, therefore, desired 
chastening for the defective child. And then, 
the child's question to his own heart comes, 
What shall the result be ? 

One's first impression under the sense that 
God has spoken in love, and has called us to 
come unto Him, that He may pardon our sins 
for His crucified Son's sake, and prepare us 
for heaven in the power of His Spirit ; one's 
first impression is, that this must be — that, of 
necessity, such a call cannot be neglected* 
And yet, it has been so in others ; in others 
with, perhaps, better opportunities than ours. 
Greater men than we ; men of higher talent ; 
men of far more cultivated minds ; have been 
under the chastening hand of God, and yet, 
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iiave been finally lost ; and each one of them 
is a caution and a guide to us, not to let the 
laceepted time pass unimproved. As life itself 
has its limit ; as the longest forbearance cannot 
pass the limit of the life ; the chastening will 
have its period ; and it is time to consider our 
isocount for the benefit, which it should have 
iirougfat us. 

And we are urged to our preparation for 
.the reckoning by that intimate knowledge of 
.the heart, which first checked our wayward 
wishes. Did the governing God then see 
the pmrpose of the inmost heart? He is 
qmehai^ed ; ^md He sees it now ; and in 
that final period of life, which succeeds to 
chastening, He determines the duration of 
•our appointed time on earth, as He sees hope 
<^ our ripeness for heaven. Were we thought- 
less of the heart's feelings ; indifferent to the 
<deansing power of the Spirit; because we 
imagined, that we had yet many years of 
life before us : God's eye is upon the heart, 
and it rests with Him to give, or to with- 
hold, another day. And this s^ase of Gbd's 



OF PBOTTDBVOE. 127 

presence, and of the presence of His power, is 
not a thought of mere fear. Eesting on Him, 
we have the delightM Ben«e of His unceasing 
watchfulness. If He is for us, it matters not 
who is against us ; and as He knows the pur- 
pose of our being, He will not let it fail : as 
He knew what earth was, when He made us 
for earth, so will His knowledge of His own 
home above enable Him to make us equal to 
its enjoyment. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

Igractkal §abttxmtxd. — £^£ SimiaU a$ an ^Ittnttd* 

PEOVIDENOB, HOW BXBROISKD— THE MINUTE — ESAU— STIR- 
VET 09 JUDGHBKT—THE HATOHET — THE TRAIN — THB 
PIT — THB WHBELTIBE — HEART DECISION — VJBW OF 
CHASTENING — BY CONNEXION — THB PARENT — THE 
WIDOW — OPPOSINO TRIFLES — VIEW OP CHECKS — THB 
TOUNO HIND—THE STRICKEN HEIR — THE SIN-TAUOHT 
CHILD — CHECK ON THE HEART — OLD CHECKS — SAXB 
LOVE. 

We have, perhaps, scarcely made our last view 
of Good's providence sufficiently distinctive. 
We have seen the Ojjeness of the Godhead ; 
and have sketched out from Bible patterns 
the manner, in which the government of Grod 
will be, and is now exercised upon individual 
beings. The heart will still, however, suggest 
the question, Sow is this done? — and oup 
own eyes can give the answer. Both the 
original deviation from the right path, and the 
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cause of filial ruin, wiJl be eomethmg incozio 
ceivablj small. In tbe uniyerse of an infinite 
God, the immeasurable atoms are under His 
arrangement ; and the atoms oi time are no 
less nnder His guidance. Tbe line, which sepa- 
rates hope from despair, is but a simple line, 
which will be passed some day by each one of us } 
and each one of us were wise to consider by 
what imperceptible degrees it is approached* 

The case of Esau may be a good illustration. 
There is a mess of pottage, roughly prepared, 
we should imagine, from the habits of the 
times, and from its being prepared by one of 
those two brothers, between whom it stands. 
One might think it a small matter, by whom 
it was eaten ; and yet on that fisict hangs aU the 
future history of the world ! The inheritance 
of Canaan ; the possession of the city, which 
God shall call His own ; depend on that little 
fact! Nay, there are brighter promises^ 
reaching away beyond time, which shall be 
there determined; the line of a universal 
Saviour ; the twelve thrones, upon which cer- 
tain men shall sit la a boundless kingdom ; the 



130 THE BOOK 

song, whicb shall be the song of the redeemed 
in the heaven of their Eternal Father ! Not 
that the acfc is worth more than any other act, 
but that it is the mark of the vacillating mind. 
The temptation is before a man, who has little 
value for Q-od's promises ; but the promises, 
his birthright, are still his, unless the tempta- 
tion conquer. The heart yields, the temptation 
prevails ; the promises and the birthright are 
gone for ever, to be recovered by no subsequent 
repentance, nor tears. And an Apostle has 
stamped the act, as a sample of the kind of 
thing, for which Good's promises are forfeited 
by other men. "Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright," (Heb. xii. 16,) 
stands as a perpetual warning to all, who are 
tempted. Although Esau forfeited his birth- 
right for every it is pleasant to know, in his 
case, that the man found mercy, as we see in 
his changed heart, in his ready forgiveness. 
It is not always so : we may make Esau's 
choice, and never turn back again to sorrow 
for the choice. 

We will now endeavour to realize more 
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distinctly, that " how" with reference to God's 
government of the world; and especially to 
observe the small as the element in God% 
providence. And, in doing this, we will invert 
the order in which we have marked His dealings 
with us. 

I. Judgment. The sinner calculates upon 
reaching some standard of enormity, which he 
himself fixes, before sentence will pass. He 
imagines, also, a certain period of decay, before 
his body can die. He conceives, again, that 
the Almighty is under some kind of compulsion 
to give continued notices to the ungrateful 
and the disobedient, before they receive their 
reward. They read His own sketch of His 
own character : — " The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth ; keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin," — but there they pause, 
without continuing, — " and that will by no 
means clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, and upon 
the children's children, unto the third and to 
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the fourth genettition." (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.) 
They little feel, that the purily of GKkL cannot 
b&ar loved and retained sin; that the Ioto^ 
which has made a happy world, mtist leaTd 
UnhappineBS to rest upon sin, generation altei^ 
generation, until the sin be forsaken. And 
the world will soon shew the utter insecurity 
of any soul which has cast off Ood. Therd 
was the wretched drunkard, disturbing and 
^tbbittering the last hours of his aged mother s 
It is but a trifling accident, that two days 
after that hatchet shall fall upon his instep ; 
hnd why does he die P It is his sin, which 
locks his jaw, and shuts out food and hope, 
ttnd hurries him on to a death of agony and 
despair*. 

That sabbath-breaking pair, whose trade is 
hot in perishable articles, who have no excuse 
for their more than usual effrontery of guilt, 
unless it be in their open disbelief of all truth : 
' young as they are, who shall make them think 
of death, or of judgnient P No wonder, that 
they quarrel. Anger is ah element of evil . iil 
the regenerate heart, and how shall it be 
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tamed in tte hearts, whicli know no duty to 
God, or man P Their quarrel is reconciled, 
kni they are going homd together to fresh 
Sunday-gains, when one step ilside sends thd 
iiiaii beneath the train ; and if we shudder to 
look upon the change, which that moment 
has made in his body, we shall think little 
of it, when we see the body again, and look 
tit)oil the etetlasting efiect of that moment on 
his soul. 

Here is another house of sin, the Jmrtics not 
owning thd marriage tie; dnd such home* 
Are alwajrs homes of violence and misery. 
A servant of God has been pleading with the 
man upon his brutality, and pressing upoii 
hini to give that poor creature a wife's right 
to kiiidet treatment. The louring man owns 
ho earthly intercessor. Oh, that he could 
then have seen through "Whose intercession 
alone he had remained to that hour ! that he 
cotild have understood that the soul's destiny 
was then upon his lips ! He drove his advising 
friend from him with threats of violence. Th6 
detisibn was made, the final one, the harrow 
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line was passed ; and, but a few hours after, 
life and mercj were together gone. 

Yet again, — Two unholy ones have been 
upon an evil errand. And, this done, they 
are returning joyously home. The angel of 
death was on his way to meet them; but 
they would little know him : had they looked 
forward, they had seen no trace of him. The 
Lord was about to make a new thing, as in 
Korah's case, to shew how little He was bound 
by old forms, — or rather, how the most fixed 
laws of nature could be guided to the most 
delicate operations of His will. There was a 
train on its way to meet them, in which all 
seemed safe ; but just at the right distance, 
a portion of the wheeltire breaks, and it is 
instantly projected into the air with the 
enormous velocity of the motion. There is 
immediately another power to act upon it, — 
the same power which keeps the world in its 
place, the same power which rules all the 
heavenly bodies around us, the same power 
of gravitation by which all matter is governed. 
How uncontrollable this force, but by the 
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Mind which ordered it ! We have heard of a 
man, by whom the sun was made to stand 
still, and of another who sent back the sun's 
shadow ; but they were both by the Maker's 
will. And now the same will has its guiding 
hand, and the two combining forces shape the 
curve, which brings death to one of those men. 
Every other one is unhurt; but every other 
one has had the lesson, that the Maker of the 
heavens and the Adapter of His creating laws 
to the ripening of the harebell's seed, is the 
One by whose will he holds his life day by day. 
"We may follow out this line of observation 
upon the minute causes, which lead to suicide. 
The decision in self-murder is usually like that 
of Esau in the heart. Self-will opposed, the 
temper crossed, a momentary eflfect upon the 
ruling appetite, and for even less than the 
morsel of meat, an immortal being puts 
his heavenly birthright utterly beyond hope. 
Ahithophel might seem to be more justified 
in his act of despair, as his rejected coiinsel 
would shew the experienced man Absalom's 
ruin and the sure judgment of David upon 
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t^he abettor of his rebellion; but^ our know- 
ledge of the frivolotts causes of suicide would 
^lake pride and anger sufficient causes. And 
this is commonly the parent's work. When the 
child is indulgedi rather than that the parent 
should be disturbed bj the child's tears, many 
^ bitter sorrow dpes the parent prepare for 
the child in after life, even if the parental 
gift be not the death of an Abs^om^ or m 
Ahithophel. 

II. In chastening we may equally se^ 
l^he minute dealings of the Almighty hand. 
Chastening, indeed, is so necessary a con- 
3equence of judgment, that one almost of 
necessity involves the other; and the effects, 
the designed effects, of the smallest occur- 
rences are thus even more strikingly pour^ 
^ayed. A whole family, a whole connection^ 
j*eGeive warning from the sentence on on^ ; and 
that sentence may have for its instrument 
the meanest thing of earth. Njblj, let the 
sentence be upon a sovereign, and all his 
people have their lesson: nay, the lesson i^ 
written down upon the pages of hi^tojy ; and 
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the chance arrow which slays a king, or the 
little mole which crosses his horse's path, may 
remain for ages to teach millions the nature 
of the all-knowing Godhead. The nature of 
this extended lesson we can all understand : 
few of us have not felt it. Eve would not 
realize the nature of her sin, until Abel lay 
dead before her and Cain carried the mark 
on his brow. And the stricken child is still 
the parent's common instrument of correcting 
love, whether, like David, he acknowledge the 
fatherly correction and realize its profit, or 
whether, like Jeroboam, he persevere in his 
chosen way of evil, whilst the only good thing 
which belonged to his house be removed with 
all its holy influences. In the cases of judg- 
ment recently cited, we perceive, that, as the 
one is taken and the other left, the survivor 
has received a caution, which would not soon 
pass away, and which one might hope to lead 
on ultimately to a better knowledge of the 
G-od, who spares even in judgment. The sur- 
vivor in those two homes of sin, would each 
see openings of mercy. The one had the 
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temptation of lier life, which seemed hope- 
lessly to be the sin of her life, suddenly 
removed by her corrupter's death. She had no 
need to continue her sin with another. The 
sparing hand would rather protect her weak* 
ness, would she learn to know and to tr^st 
that Mighty One. The widow could not 
speak, nor think, of the death of her wretched 
husband, without a shudder through her whole 
frame ; and that constant presence of her sin 
in BO painful a form might drive her to the 
cross for shelter and hope. 

And memory will help ourselves to realize 
many a profit from the past, if we will 
recall the sorrows, which have resulted to 
us from the chastening of those near and 
dear to us. The providence of their Eather 
and our Father was caring for us, as He 
cared for them; and the same minute in- 
Btrument of His wiU reached all of us, under 
the operation of the same design. Another 
common form of chastening has its charac* 
ter well embodied under its Scripture figure, 
" I will hedge up thy way with thorns." How 
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Bmall the thorn! how trifling its injury! 
But the multitude of thorns make heavy suf- 
fering. The traveller through an uncultivated 
country, must force his way, torn to nakedness 
and bleeding in every limb, through masses 
of petty thorns. And in one form of suffering, 
the thorn is proverbial. He, who wore His 
crown of thorns for us, has bequeathed it to 
every follower^ who seeks His glory. When 
our path is a wrong one, it is the perpetual 
occurrence of small difficulties, which is most 
provoking to the human will. The man will 
do that, which God disapproves ; and he flnds, 
as he expresses it, everything against him : — 
his patrons die, his securities fail, his promises 
prove Mse, his debtors abscond, his house 
takes fire, his family have every variety of 
accident ; and, as the amazed man tells his 
wonderful tale of the utterly trivial things, 
which have combined to his ruin, he seldom 
thinks of the one sole cause, the love of his 
chastening God. Oh, that the Sunday dealer 
better appreciated the cause of that misfor- 
tune, which doggs his steps, ye^ after year! 
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Oh, that each other man setting his heart upon 
a wrong thing, or too much setting his heart 
upon any thing of earth, would understand 
Whose will he opposes, and that his worst mis- 
fortune will be, if he have finally his own way ! 

III. We pursue our subject to that, which 
is of the most importance, whilst to self-suffi- 
cient man it appears the least — the checkings 
in the first false step, the self-made inter- 
ruptions to one's own progress in wrong, the 
stampings of Q-od's will upon the face of all 
His world, which, were, they heeded, would 
render unnecessary chastening and judgment. 
These checkings of Providence begin in the 
heart. "We may harden the conscience until 
no check is felt, unless it assume some very 
severe form ; but the young heart is tender, 
and sensible of a very slight caution, of a very 
gentle word, from our Father above. 

The early lie, the infantine deceit, whilst they 
shew the born-taint of Adam, shew also the 
early knowledge of the sin ; and it is the 
guiding adult's delicate task to retain the 
nicety of conscience with the lesson of impos- 
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Bible concealment ; to make the child perceive, 
that G-od has already seen the sin, since He 
has made it known as sin; and that it can 
only be concealed by its pardon. The hand- 
writing of all such things remains against us, 
until blotted out in the blood of the atonement ; 
and the uncancelled sin is brought into light 
at, or before, the judgment day, at the good 
pleasure of God's will. 

There is one example of this. check, which 
God has made evil passions to put upon 
themselves, which is said to have had its 
existence in real life, although it comes to us 
under the form of fiction. The passionate 
child, unchecked in his youth, grows up into 
the violent and uncontrolled man; and, in 
the fierceness of one of bis ordinary fits of 
passion, he strikes his only son, his heir, with 
a heavy whip upon the head ; and his boy is 
an idiot for life. The check is permanent; 
the maoi's sin is, indeed, ever before him; 
and we can imderstand his thankfulness in 
the future state of being, whither the very act 
of bi^ sin has purified him to enter, and where 
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he and his child can rejoice together in the 
love, which saved hoth from the hereditary sin. 
It is a good example ; as the heart is toached 
by the manner, in which God applied the rein 
to human passion ; our hearts are most readily 
reached through our little ones ; but few- 
parents can be strangers to this cheek, which 
God seeks — alas! with how little success ! — 
to put upon our self-indulgence. "What mul- 
titudes of parents have their sins ever before 
them, in the consequences, which their sins 
have left upon their little ones ! and how few 
receive the profit of that father from his idiot 
boy I "Would that father feel^ that his whole 
Kfe was due to a watchful care of the poor 
child, whose fate on earth had been decided 
by that one blow? Would all occupations 
and all pleasures seem to him indifferent and 
trivial, compared to the duty of sheltering 
the weakness, which he had made weak f 
Where, then, differs the duty of the other 
parent, who sees his child suffering under a 
heavier wrong, which he has made ? Stricken 
down from his position as a child of God, and 
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an heir of heaven ! No longer daring to raise 
his eyes to Ood as his Father, but groping 
upon earth with a degraded intellect, and the 
passions of a beast! And all because the 
parental sins are re-produced as the features 
of the child ! Can the blasphemer hear his 
child lisp in oaths? Can the worldly man 
see his child reckless of that morality, which 
the Bible alone can teach p Can the practical 
atheist, who talks glibly of a faith, which does 
not produce one work to Q-od's glory, see 
his child becoming the real unbeliever, which 
precept without practice always makes ? And 
can the check, which God has thus made his 
very sin to produce, fail to touch the parent's 
heart ? 

With what scorn and contempt should we 
have viewed that passionate father, had he 
been angry with his victim-child for the im- 
becility, which he had himself caused ! or if 
he could have intermingled in all the world's 
gaieties, without a thought upon the sufferings, 
which he had made for his own child ! And with 
what feelings shall we, then, regard any other 
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parent, who is not only imchecked in bitf 
own evil course by the sight of his sins in 
the person of his child; but who raged 
wildly against the sins, which he has himself 
made? 

And this perpetual check upon ^ong-doing, 
which the universal God has made a part of 
His world, follows, we have need to remember, 
every kind of wrong. The careless one, who 
perpetuates small-pox by his ignorant pre- 
judice against vaccination, cannot restore td 
the childless mother the children, whom he 
gave up to death; and we may all of ud 
see our sin ever before us in its permanent 
consequences upon others. It may have been 
but a moment of giddiness, which led us to 
sin ; it may have been the merest trifle, which 
gave the giddiness its tone ; and yet, years of 
sorrow may follow for others, — sorrow, upon 
which we may only look on at a distance, — sor- 
row, which we may not be permitted to relieve, 
nor to alleviate, — sorrow, which God designed 
as a check upon the hearts of our victims; and 
of oiirselves. 
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And still, still, where lies the check ? 
Whither is the check intended to lead the 
mind ? The mind is designed by the Maker 
to look into the heart, and to ask restraint 
and strength there, where the evil begins. The 
knowledge of the heart is usually confined to 
Q-od and to ourselves; and the counsel, which 
Grod gives us as to the nature and danger of 
our habits and thoughts, is secret. It rests 
with us, as the check answers, or fails, in its 
design, whether publicity shall be needful. 

This is a solemn, ajid yet an encouraging, 
view of the government, under which we live. 
It is entirely reasonable. The creative power 
did not cast the world in one large rough 
mould, and leave another hand to complete 
the details. The same Mind, which willed that 
there should be light, and with the word light 
was for all space and for all time, ordered that 
exquisitely delicate machinery, by which the 
animal eye should be adapted to benefit by 
the given light. The same One, who made a 
law, by which all matter should be regulated 
during the thousands of years which compose 
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time, had adapted tbat^law to the wants of the 
Bmallest atoms of His creation, and to the 
objects of their being. And this same One will 
have the same unity of conception and of know- 
ledge in all His moral world. The lions roaring 
after their prey do seek their meat from Him ; 
death does not reach merely the sparrow, 
but the smallest thing, to which He has given 
life, without His will ; and yet more will the 
minutest shade of thought be matter of care 
to Him, upon which the everlasting state may 
depend of one created in His own image, — of 
one, for whom His Son was made in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh. The prophet's servant 
could see none of the horses and chariots of 
fire around his master, until God opened his 
eyes; and we are slow to perceive those 
innumerable and incessant . guidings and 
workings of Providence, amidst which we live, 
until it pleases God to open our eyes. Our 
opened eyes are, at first, startled at the danger 
in which we seem to have lived ignorantly for 
so long a time; we tremble, as Israel trembled, 
to find God so near us in His majesty and 
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power ; we tremble, as Elisha's servant might 
have trembled, at the sight of that, which was 
just as solemn, and just as much a reality, 
before we saw it. 

By degrees, however, we understand, that 
the servant^s eyes were, and our eyes are, 
opened to remove fear, not to cause it ; that 
we may remember, that the unseen and un- 
observed providence of God has been working 
to guide, guard, and save us. 

And why should not this still be P Shall 
God have been about us, and have watched 
over us, 'and have loved us, when we did not 
know Him ? And shall we love Him no more, 
when all these passed facts are now made clear 
to our eyes ? With this light upon our future 
path, we shall see God's hand in everything ; 
we shall feel, that nothing is hidden from His 
eye ; and, as this thought makes us careful 
how we permit the heart to be occupied by 
other things than we should wish His eye to 
see, we shall begin to draw comfort from the 
habitual feeling, that even the smallest temp- 
tation of the secret heart is open to His eye. 
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and thus to His protection. Danger may be 
near, but God is, also, near : we are weak, but 
God is strong : with every temptation there is 
the way to escape; and the faithful God, who 
will not suflfer us to be tempted above that 
which we are able to bear, has the most inti- 
mate and perfect knowledge of the manner, in 
which the needful assistance can be rendered « 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

HUVAN WILL 0PP08B8 — MAOHIHI — HOT SO MADH — 
RESTRAINT CHAFES — OHIID — MOB — FREEDOM FOR 
BRIBERY — FOR IGNORANOB — FOR DISEASE— I DO — 
JUDAS — I WILL — BALAAM — AHITHOPHBL— HAMAN — 
WHY SIN — ORAOB ENOUOH — LIGHT HAD— MORE COMINO 
— WHY HIS OWN UNHELPBD — THEY DO NOT SAY IT— 
WE DELAY, NOT HE. 

The great work of eartb is, as we all know, 
the preparation for heaven; and the great 
difficulty, the submission of the human to the 
Divine will ; and the body of mankind, who 
are resisting the appointments of God for 
their good in both worlds, set up many justi- 
fications for their resistance. There are many 
theoretical objections to the practical govern- 
ment of G-od by the Allwise and the Almighty. 
Every Christian knows how entirely theoretical 
they are, because he sees not merely how they 
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arise in the heart alone, as David knew with 
reference to the utmost extent of unbelief; 
but how the great God proves their vanity and 
falsehood, even to the opposer, in His own 
right time. There may be profit to us in 
taking a view of such sayings : many a wild 
thought of self-will rises up even in the re- 
generate heart ; even in the most humble and 
gentle child of God. 

I. It is objected, that the government of a 
perfect God reduces man to a machine ; that 
he must do that, which he is made to do. 

This would be quite true, if theory were fact. 
The utmost that can be made of it, as facts 
stand, is — the government of a perfect God 
might reduce man to a machine ; or, if God 
left man no freedom of the will, man must do 
that, which he is made to do. We take the 
facts, however, as God has had them written 
for our learning; and as He shews them to 
us in the world before our eyes. God might 
have fettered up the human will; and that 
He has not done so is entirely of grace. When 
the Son vindicates the Father's right to do 
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what He will with His own ; and when His 
Apostle claims for Him the right to make one 
vessel unto honour and another unto dis- 
honour; the right belongs, of necessity, to 
Deitj. And, as the attribute exists, so the at- 
tribute of Deity could not be wrongly exercised. 
"We have, however, to deal with facts as they 
are, not as they might have been. It has pleased 
God to leave man's will free, so far as it can 
be free under that taint of Adam, " that he 
cannot turn and prepare himself by his own 
natural strength and good works, to faith and 
calling upon God" — so that "we have no 
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable 
to God, without the grace of God by Christ 
preventing (going before) us, that we may 
have a good will ; and working with us, when 
we have that good will." (Tenth Article.) It 
has pleased God to leave man's will free, so far 
as the freedom may co-exist with the govern- 
ment of His world ; free to work with Him, 
instead of against Him ; but also free to work 
against Him,insteadof withHim — the freedom 
in the one case being to work in His strength 
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and wisdom ; in the other case, overnded to 
the final enlightenment of even our own minds. 
How these co-exist — God's sovereignty and 
man's freedom of choice — ^is the difficulty to 
the human mind ; but facts are not affected 
by the littleness of the human mind. GFod 
foreknew, that Abraham would train his house- 
hold in God's way, but it is manifest that 
Abraham might not so have done. (Gen. xviii. 
19.) Nineveh might not have repented, and 
then Jonah's prophecy would have had its 
way. (Jonah iii. 10.) Hezekiah might have 
refused the lump of figs and have died. (2 
Kings XX. 7.) The shipmen might have left 
Paul's vessel, and all have been lost. (Acts 
xxvii. 81.) And we have no doubt of our own 
power of choice: its wrong exercise is the 
perpetual source of our sorrows and regrets. 
We have no more doubt, that we choose, 
wrongly, than that we made our decision 
against previous warning, and against the 
offer of sufficient strength to resist. 

This objection is always one of self-will. The 
human being always chafes under the control 
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of love, and is anxious to show that he will 
not be an automaton. In its earliest state of 
childhood, human nature rebels and refuses 
obedience — for the very same cause which 
prevails in manhood — because its reason is 
unconvinced ! "We smile at the child's folly, 
and practise it as soon as we are grown to 
manhood. We see, that the child's reason 
cannot be convinced, because it has not the 
mind to understand the grounds of obedience : 
and the perfect knowledge of the unspeakable 
and the invisible is equally necessary for us, 
before we can guide our faith by our minds. 
And yet, where were faith, were all clear? 
Where is reason, if all the past make no 
ground for an obedience of love ? What was 
that child's first estate, but one of entire 
dependence and helplessness ? Who nursed 
it through its unconscious weakness, who 
cared for all its wants, whose love has sup- 
ported it to that very hour, but the doubted 
and questioned parent ? And how confidingly 
might ever}'- child of earth leave himself in the 
hands of Him, Who made this happy world ! 
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US Christians ! It is our boast, that we rule 
ourselves, — ^tliat, as we have a constitutional 
sovereign to enforce the laws upon ourselves, 
we make laws for our own wholesome guidance 
and control. And the human will breaks out in 
many self-condemning forms. "We claim free- 
dom of representation — ^freedom of election ; 
and thus maintain a system, which corrupts 
the whole country: corrupt electors can 
hardly expect honest representatives, or honest 
government. "We can correct ourselves, by 
making the suffrage to depend on merit, 
not on money. "We reject control in the 
arrangement of education, as though ignorance 
were not the great parent of sin and misery : 
we revise to be taxed for that, which would 
gradually reduce all other taxes : the heaviest 
burdens upon the country result from the 
crimes, to which the untaught are led by their 
will. Our idea of Christian freedom is the 
'berty to remain unchristianized. We claim 
;he privilege of spending our own 
n our own way, of building bad houses, 
ping them undrained and filthy ; and 
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the result of such freedom is perpetual misery, 
disease, and death. We know, that the laws of 
self-restraint would at once extinguish certain 
forms of disease, and would extend health and 
peace, and prolong the general extent of 
human life ; and we use our freedom to per- 
petuate death for ourselves and others. 

These things are all powerful evidence 
against man, that he is no automaton ; whilst 
the self-correction, which each self-indulgence 
brings, convicts him also of the knowledge of 
a governing and controlling Power. 

II. Some meet the doctrine of a governing 
God, by a bold denial, — by the assertion 
of that power of will, which is, to a certain 
extent, free. They do, they say, as they 
please. "There is no control pver them." 
They say, as in David's time, "How doth 
God knowP is there knowledge in the Most 
High?" (Psal. Ixxiii. 11.) "Where is it? 
we do as we like." Oh, most short-sighted 
creature ! oh, most brief delusion, which can 
shut out the sight of thy neighbour's barred- 
up way ! which is not yet awakened to per- 
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eeive the guidings of a Providential hand! 
which has yet no ear for the whispering voice, 
"This is the right way; walk ye in it!" 
"When had Judas his own will ? There were 
great differences in his life ; and if there were 
no guidings there, there would seem great 
inconsistencies. Was the will of Judas free, 
when the powers of miracle were at his dis- 
posal, when the spirits fled at his word, and 
the diseases acknowledged his healing power ? 
We shall hardly deem the miraculous power 
his own ; but when we think of his later life 
and of its end, was there no controlling power 
over his will, in that call, which made him the 
messenger of mercy ? Was it of his own un- 
assisted will, that he listened to all his Lord's 
words of love and of power? There was, 
then, a controlling power, under which Judas 
had been led away from his own heart — from 
his own will ; under which he had become a 
ministering spirit to the wants of his fellow- 
Jews, and an instrument to bring them to their 
Christ. And, yet, we soon find him still seem- 
ing to do as he liked, as he would. The bag 
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is in his custodj; there seems special con- 
fidence in him ; he has the poor in charge, and 
his anxiety for them may lead him to blame 
waste in even his Master's honour. The 
human will seems still to gain more power. 
When his Lord rebukes him, he hurries for 
his revenge to his Lord's enemies, he opens his 
hand for their bribe, he guides their crowd to 
his Master's place of solitude, he is successful 
in his revenge and his treason. Is the con- 
trolling power gone, which had controlled 
him for good P Alas ! the power exists, but 
he has been permitted to cast it off, only to 
know its extent. As he crept to the betrayal, 
prophecy had marked the " familiar friend's " 
guilt ; (Psal. xli. 9 ;) as he held out his hand 
for the money, prophecy had counted the 
pieces ; (Zech. xi. 13 ;) as he led on the bands 
with swords and staves to the garden, prophecy 
had seen the trembling crowd of friends — 
the sheep scattered, when the shepherd was 
smitten. (Zech. xiii. 7.) And such is man'a 
power to do! such is man's independence! 
resisting his Maker, to be overcome when his 
Maker pleases ! 
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III. And the human will often takes a 
bolder tone with reference to the future: — 
" I will do as I please : nothing can, or shall, 
prevent such an exercise of my will !" Oh, 
most vain and most dangerous declaration, 
speaking an awfully darkened mind, ignorant 
or forgetful of God's solemn word, that He is 
a jealous God ! His Apostle would have us 
careful even in the self-promise of a future 
day for any future work, even though the 
work were wholly in accordance with God's 
will. Even in a change of residence, he would 
have us remember, that God alone gives daily 
life : — " Te ought to say. If the Lord will, we 
shall live and do this or that." (Jas. iv. 16.) 

Shall man say, that he will carry out his 
own purpose ? There is Balaam to shew 
him how the result will be. Balaam would 
willingly curse ; but the lips open only to bless. 
He would be glad of any other word rather 
than the one, which God puts into his mouth ! 
but no other word can he speak. And it 
is not the vanity of the word alone, which 
Balaam displays. He would abet Balak's 
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design to protect Moab from Israel, by cor- 
rupting Israel: he would lead God's people 
away from Grod, that he might behold iniquity 
in Jacob, (Num. xxiii. 21), and thus the 
curse might avail. And all the while, this was 
needless wickedness ! Moab was safe without 
all this evil counsel : God had given the com- 
mand, that Moab should not be disturbed ; and 
Balaam lost his soul to coveting, and the sins 
of Peor were all incurred — for nothing! A 
whole people were led into deep wrong, and 
the seducer himself perished by the sword, 
when all had gone well in God*s way. 

This gives little encouragement to the 
human will, either to boast of its power, or to 
desire its possession. None of us can choose 
evil ways to carry out any end, without dis- 
covering the unwiseness of our will. 

Or we may take Ahithophers case as another 
practical example of the human decision, and 
its supposed independence on God. The evil 
counsellor counselled as wisely as Balaam ; 
and the counsel would have borne out hia 
purpose, had there not been One wiser and 
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mightier. The counsel was overruled, not 
because it was unwise after this world's fashion, 
but because it was wicked, — ^because God had 
passed sentence on the bad son, — ^because the 
chastened father was humbled and penitent, 
and might be restored to his throne. This is 
the kind of occurrence, which is constantly 
before us in earthly things. Man lays down 
his schemes with the most entire wisdom and 
forethought; every contingency of earth is 
calculated and provided for ; and yet all goes 
wrong, for the simple reason, that Ood has not 
been included in the calculation. Against all 
experience and all expectation, the man finds 
all his wisdom foiled by some trivial accident, 
by some succession of trifles, which the God 
of all nature raises up against him. And this 
is even more apparent, when the counsels are 
those of worldliness and enmity against some 
child of God. Absalom was the prophesied 
instrument of his father's correction; but when 
Haman prepared the gallows for Mordecai, 
there was nothing against the Jew but the 
heathen man's pride. The great Haman 
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seemed to have his own way in his designed 
revenge ; the king's power put into his hand ; 
the royal orders sent throughout the kingdom ; 
the day of his victim's death fixed ; and yet, 
the gallows was only prepared for himself. If 
any of us has acted Haman in some former 
day of ignorance and unbelief, we know how 
surely we fell into the pit, which we had made 
for another. It is the blessed comfort of every 
Christian, that the Lord knoweth them that 
are His ; and that not a hair of their head can 
be touched without His will ; and it is a happy 
lesson for us, if we have at any time been led 
to meditate wrong to a brother man, to look 
back upon the ease, with which the governing 
God made the designed injury to another a 
chastening to ourselves : the chastening might 
have been judgment ! 

lY. Objecting man takes yet, sometimes, 
even a ruder ground of cavil ; demanding the 
need of any government, — why sin should 
exist at all in God's world. This is precisely 
within the range of Paul's answer. " Nay but, 
oh man, who art thou that repliest against God? 
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Shall the thing formed s&j to him that formed 
it, Why hast thou made me thus ? Hath not 
the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour ? What if God, willing 
to shew His wrath, and to make His power 
known, endured with much long-suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted for destrucfcion : And 
that He might make known the riches of His 
glorj on the vessels of mercy, which He had 
afore prepared unto gloiy, even us whom He 
hath called." (Bom. ix. 20-24.) We are 
called, and that may surely be enough for us. 
"We can only be lost by the rejection of that 
firee mercy, that free holiness, which God freely 
tenders to us, '^ without money and without 
price." We have fuD confidence in the love, 
which has done so much for us, which has so 
long watched over us ; and if there are things, 
which yet require faith, which are invisible 
and unspeakable, we have no doubt of a not 
far-distant day, when that which is dark shall be 
made clear. We have had much light already. 
Many things, which we once thought hard and 
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strange, we can now see to be fullj consistent 
with God's wisdom and love ; and we can afford 
to await the gradual development of all God's 
ways. "We can see, that were there no sin in 
the world, the highest Christian graces would 
have no existence ; there would be no patience 
under suffering, nor under injury; no soft 
answer turning away wrath ; no huiflility ; no 
forgiveness; no sheltering love for the penitent, 
winning back the soul by gentleness unto love 
both for God and man. There was a time 
when we feared sickness, and thought it hard : 
we know it now as a special mark of God's 
love, as evidence that our souls are capable of 
heaven, as the means which the heavenly 
Father knows to be needful and useful in 
training His child for the place awaiting him 
above. Having learned thus much, we may 
fairly hope to learn more. As G^d's ways 
open more upon us, and as our minds open 
more to understand them, old difficultiea 
vanish ; and we believe, that more light alone 
is needed to disperse the remaining difficulties. 
As human beings approach nearer to the un- 
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seen world, we see by others tliat there is a 
very different light given out; that earthly- 
things fade in importance, almost lose their 
value, whilst the mind becomes absorbed 
in God's promises, and has a more entire 
conviction of the reality and truth of every 
word which God has spoken. We are drawing 
on to that time and to that light ; and it would 
seem weak and unreasonable, that we should 
harbour discomforts and doubts, which shall 
soon be set at rest for ever. 

V. Human nature has yet another word 
of complaint against God's arrangements — 
sometimes in the form of doubt, sometimes 
in that of injustice. Does God govern the 
world ? Why, then, does not He hasten His 
kingdom and accomplish the number of His 
elect ? Why do His own still cry out to Him 
for justice, and find none? The Apostle 
would still answer, " Who art thou, that re- 
pliest against GodP" Shall weakness ask om- 
nipotence, why a certain thing is not sooner 
done ? Shall blindness complain, that omni- 
science does not see as its own unsight would 
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see ? One form of the objection carries at once 
its own refutation. Who shall say, that God's 
people cry out to Him and have no answer ? 
that He is a Baal, who cannot protect his 
own ? We know, that it is the constant plea 
of the alarmed sinner, when immediate danger 
seems to set the judgment-seat before his eyes; 
but he is not one of God's own : what claim 
has his mouth to use the sacred names in 
prayer ? They have only been there hitherto, 
as words of mockery and blasphemy. Or what 
better hope or comfort has the one, who has 
been doing as the rest of the world do, under 
a sudden threatening of death ? He has only 
been, as the people of the flood and the people 
of Sodom, buying and selling, eating and 
drinking, thinking nothing of any world but 
this: and what right has he to prayer to a 
disowned God ? He has been only laying up 
in store for many years in this world ; and he 
knows nothing, as he has cared nothing, for 
that which Jesus did to purchase him a better 
place, or to prepare him for it. The abortion 
and blunderings of prayer &om such mouths 
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are no proof, that God does not hear his 
own. 

His own speak a different language: with 
them all has been love, from the earliest days of 
earth — ^love shewn in His way, and not in the 
world's way. Like that aged servant of His, 
entering upon her rest, who thanked Him for 
the sickness, which weighed upon her frame 
from the age of twelve years ; like that other 
child of His, whose private praises were 
deepest for the most painful disease which 
was then known ; each humble Christian has 
only mercies to acknowledge, fresh every 
morning, during every year of continued life. 
And if each one is thus prompt to bear 
his testimony to the justice and love of 
God*s dealings, we may fairly and consistently 
imagine, that God deals with equal justice and 
love with aggregated souls. Each one would 
gladly have an early heaven— would gladly 
shorten the delays, which keep him back 
from his inheritance ; and yet, as years pass, 
he has still to confess, that God has known 
him best, that he has been rightly kept waiting. 
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And we shall see the causes of delayed justice, 
and of a still imperfect world, with not less 
distinctness. It was a long time before the 
prophesied Christ came, and His kingdom is 
now long in perfecting ; but wisdom and love 
will render up a good account one day, with 
which even the caviller shall be satisfied. 

And each one of us, indeed, might find 
sufficient reason to lay his hand upon his 
mouth. The object of mercy asks, why the 
governing G-od does not mature His kingdom. 
Alas ! is it for him to ask, who, with " Thy 
kingdom come" upon his lips, has done so 
much to delay its coming ? Whose fault is it, 
that the kingdom is not his ? * Not Christ's, 
who bore his sins in His body on the 
cross ! Not the Holy Spirit's, whose urgings 
upon his conscience have been so perversely 
resisted! Has warning after warning been 
dealt out to him in vain ? and is it for him to 
ask, why the souls of others are not brought 
into the kingdom ? 

And, alas, those others ! Has he kept out 
none but himself? That example of resistance, 
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has it affected none? When speaking his 
own words and following his own ways, has 
there been neither child, nor friend, nor 
dependent, to be kept from the kingdom by 
affection or example ? 

It is a solemn thought for all Christians. 
All profess a desire for the kingdom, the 
peace and love of which are so beautifully 
described in God's word; and it would be 
very inconsistent with this profession and with 
its daily embodiment in the Lord's prayer, 
to stand aloof from the kingdom, or to keep 
another from the kingdom. 
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